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Original Communications. 


Chemical and Microscopical Analysis of 
the Bark of Rhamnus Purshiana 
(Cascara Sagrada)*. 
By Avsert B. Prescott, M. D. 

HE examination embraced (1) The Struc- 
ture of the Bark; and (2) The Chemical 
Constituents of the Bark. 

(1) The Structure of the Bark. 
I. The corky 


ous yellow bast fibers (4). As seen in /ongitu- 
dinal section, these fibers (#) are frequently sur- 
rounded by small cubical crystals (f). The crys- 
tals (/) appear not to be affected by hydrochloric 
acid. 

Almost the entire inner bark (III), and parts of 
the middle bark (II), are turned cherry-red color 
by contact with potassium hydrate solution. 

(2) The Chemical Constituents of the Bark. 

I. A BROWN RESIN, of strong bitter taste, col- 
ored vivid purple-red by potassium hydrate solu- 





tion. This resin is contained mostly in the middle 
and inner layers 
of the bark. It is 





layer (a). This 
consists of the out- 
er epidermis of 
dark brown 
weathered cells, 
then several rows 
of cells filled with 
a dark red color- 
ing matter (e), and 
in the more recent 
bark, a row or two 
of cells containing 
chlorophyll. The 
red color (¢) is 





sparingly soluble 
in water, freely 
soluble in alcohol 
and dilute alcohol, 
scarcely at all so- 
luble in absolute 
ether, soluble in 
chloroform, in 
benzole (of coal 
tar), and in car- 
bon disulphide; 
soluble in caustic 
alkali solution, 
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soluble in ether, 
alcohol, _potassi- 
um hydrate solu- 
tion (with a dark 


S 
% with splendid 
color above men- 
tioned, and pre- 


cipitated from this 





brown color), in- 
soluble in acetic 
acid. 

II. The mzddle 
bark (6) is made 
up of parenchy- 
Matous cells 
which are filled 
with small starch 
grains. There are 
visible, also, in the 
transverse sec- 
tion, several 


4 solution by acids. 
\¥ Concentrated sul- 
) phuric acid colors 
} it blood-red. It is 
removed from al- 
cohol solution by 
animal charcoal. 
II. A RED REs- 
IN, nearly taste- 
less, colored rich 
brown by potas- 
sium hydrate solu- 
tion. It is insol- 











groups of cubical 
crystals (/), and, 
in the longttud:- 
mal section, groups of very thick-walled yellow 
cells (4). These cells (4) are not noticeably 
affected by the ordinary re-agents. 

Ill. The zaner bark (c) consists principally of 
yellow medullary rays (¢@), separated by bast pa- 
renchyma (g), through which are scattered numer- 





*The sample of the bark examined was furnished me by Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co. I have given no attention to its identity, as 
bark of the rhamnus purshiana. However, its structure closely 
resembles that of rhamnus frangula bark, while having distinct 
differences from the latter (see Cortex Frangula, in Hager’s Phar- 
maceutische Praxis ; also Pharmacopoeia Germanica). 


LONGITUDINAL. 


uble in water, 
soluble in alcohol 
and dilute alcohol, 
not freely soluble in ether, or Chloroform, or car- 
bon disulphide; soluble in caustic alkali solution, 
| with the brown color above mentioned, this solu- 
tion being precipitated by acids. Concentrated 
| sulphuric acid deepens its color, brownish-red. It 
|is not removed from alcohol solution by animal 
|charcoal. In the bark, it resides in the corky 
layer (a). 

| Ill. A LiGHT YELLOW RESIN OR NEUTRAL 
| Bopy, tasteless, colored bright. red-brown by sul- 
| phuric acid, not colored by potassium hydrate so- 
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lution. It is insoluble in water, soluble in hot alco- 
hol, sparingly soluble in cold alcohol of seventy 
per cent, soluble in chloroform, in carbon disul- 
phide, and to some extent in benzole (of coal tar). 
In the concentration of its alcohol solution, it de- 
posits in pale orange yellow granules. Its alcohol 
solution gives negative results with the general 
tests for alkaloids. 

IV. A CRYTALLIZABLE BODY, obtained from 
absolute alcohol solution, in white double pyramids 
and some other forms of the dimetric system. The 
crystals melt and then sublime, at a temperature a 
little above the water-bath, the sublimate being 
partly crystalline. This substance is not appreciably 
soluble in ether. chloroform, or petroleum ether ; 
is slowly soluble in absolute alcohol, slightly soluble 
in 70 per cent alcohol, soluble in benzole (of coal tar). 
It is neutral to test papers, and is not dissolved by 
potassium hydrate solution, by acetic acid, or dilute 
sulphuric acid. It is not colored by potassium hy- 
drate solution, concentrated sulphuric acid, nitric 
acid. Froehde’s reagent, or sulphuric acid. followed 
by dichromate. The alcohol solution gives nega- 
tive results with the general tests for alkaloids.* 

V. A TANNIC ACID, giving brownish green 
color, with ferric salts. 

VI. OXALIC ACID. 

VII. Matic ACID. 

VIII. A Fat OIL, of yellow color. 

IX. A VOLATILE OIL, not abundant, bearing 
the characteristic odor of the bark. 

X. WAX. 

XI. STARCH, in abundant quantity. 

The proportional quantity of the resins, I, I] 
and III, is indicated pretty nearly by the quantity 
of resin extract obtained as follows: An acidulated 
alcohol solution of the bark was neutralized (with 
ammonia), and evaporated, the residue dissolved 
in dilute potassium hydrate solution, this solution 
precipitated by dilute hydrochloric acid, and the 
precipitate drained and dried at gentle heat. (The 
filtrate contained some resin, I, and the precipitate 
retained, of course, the dissolved substances not 
washed out.) This crude resin extract (chiefly 
bodies I, II and III), was about 10 per cent of the 
weight of the bark, 

The substances numbered III and IV appear 
particularly to deserve farther chemical investiga- 
tion, which I hope to be able to give them. The 
chemistry of the rAamnacee is of decided interest, 
especially within a few years past. Rhamnus 
JSrangula, the European buckthorn, or black alder, 
has been reported by Lieberman and Waldstein 
(1876) to contain EMODIN, a well determined con- 
stituent of rhubarb, allied to chrysophane, and 
chemically a derivative of anthracene. Farther, 
the investigators just named find it nearly or quite 
certain that frangulin is capable of ready change 
to emodin, by glucosic fermentation. This may 
be associated with the well-known fact that the 
bark of rhamnus frangula changes in therapeutic 
properties by storing. It has both emetic and 

urgative action in the first year after gathering, 
But when two years old retains only the purgative 
power—one much like rhubarb—so that some 
authorities ‘positively direct that it be not used 
until two years after gathering. The glucosic 
fermentation of frangulin into frangulic acid has 





* The crystals of this substance were repeatedly obtained 
as follows: The alcohol extract of the bark (previously ex- 
hausted with ether), was dissolved by water, this solution 
precipitated by lead acetate, the washed and drained pre- 
cipit ite suspended in absolute alcohol and the lead removed 
by hydrogen sulphide, and the ultrate then evaporated. A 
distinct alliaceous odor is developed, after the aroregen 
sulphide disappears, and the crystals in question then ap- 
pear. The crystalline body may prove to be a product, 
rather than an educt, and its production may be related to 
that of the allyl compound, indicated by the odor. 





been known for some time, but the like formation 
of emodin, a constituent of rhubarb, seems a step 
nearer some chemical explanation of the change 
of medicinal power characteristic of the bark. 
The material worked by Lieberman and Wald- 
stein was a large quantity of residual extract of a 
large quantity of frangula bark worked by the 
manufacturer, Merck. 

The chemical constituents of rhamnus purshi- 
ana, though not determined in this analysis to 
be, in any compound, identical with constituents 
of rhamnus frangula, yet show several similar re- 
actions, especially in the case of “ Brown Resin, 
I.” The rhamnacee very probably contain, in 
different species, allied bodies, some of them re- 
lated to others as parent and product. but having 
practically distinct medicinal powers. These 
powers, of course, are known only by physiological 
and therapeutic trial. 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Feb. 5, 1879. 


The Yerba Buena of California. 
By James G. STEELE, of San Franciso. 


N the valleys of the coast mountains of California, 
is found a sweet-scented shrub known as the 
yerba buena (from the Spanish, signifying good, or 
blessed herb or plant, in allusion to its well-known 
curative properties.) This is a vine, creeping 
mostly upon the surface of the ground, or nestling 
in the underbush of our redwood forests, and 1n its 
leaves, etc., bears in appearance a likeness to the 
wild strawberry. 

It is of the order of the labiatoe, and is known in 
botany as the micromeria douglassii. 

Micromeria, benth.—Calyx oblong, or tubular, 
about 13-striate, terete not gibbous nor declined, 
about equally five-toothed. Corolla short, naked 
within, distinctly bi-labiate; upper lip erect, flat- 
tish, entire or emarginate, lower, spreading, three- 
parted. Stamens four; filaments accurate ascend- 
ing; the anterior pair longer; anthers two-celled, 
style glabrous. Low plants, sweetly odorous, va- 
rious in habit, with small flowers in the axils of the 
leaves. 

M. Douglassiz, Benth.—Perennial herb, slightly 
pubescent, with long and slender creeping and 
trailing stems; leaves round-ovate, thin, sparingly 
toothed (an inch or less in diameter), short petioled; 
flowers mostly solitary in the axils, on a long and 
filliform two-bracteolate peduncle; calyx-teeth 
subulate ; corolla purp.ish, four lines long, twice 
the length of the calyx, the tube exserted. 

Yerba Buena has been long known to the natives 
of California as possessing remedial virtues, and was 
in frequent use by the great families occupying the 
country, long anterior to its occupation by the 
Americans. When freshly gathered, it charms by 
its grateful perfume, peculiarly sweet and aromatic, 
becoming, when dry, a strong scent, analogous to a 
mixture of the two odors of peppermint and cam- 
phor, or more properly, of the well-known penny- 
royal of the Eastern and Northern States, although 
not by any means a Hedeoma. 

When chewed it excites a moderate flow of 
saliva, which it tinges of a deep green, and gives in 
the mouth a taste at once aromatic, pungent, 
slightly bitter and camphorous. It imparts strength 
to ordinary solvents, and is easily manipulated into 
the ordinary pharmaceutical preparations. 

Yerba Buena is a grateful aromatic stimulant, 
and is much given as a stomachic, carminative and 
anthelmintic. The old inhabitants of California 
were accustomed to administer it in the form of tea 
or infusion, drank while hot, covering the patient 
immediately after with bed clothes. Given thus it 
allays nausea, spasmodic pains in the stomach and 
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bowels, reduces the force and frequency of the 
pulse, corrects the inflammation arising from fevers 
and, causing a mild perspiration, induces grad- 
ually a refreshing sleep. The fresh herb bruised 
and applied to the epigastrium often allays sick 
stomach, and is useful in the cholera, etc., of chil- 
dren. biG 3 

The hydro-alcoholic preparations, to which it 
imparts its rich green color, induce also the symp- 
toms mentioned above, and in addition are known 
to exercise a beneficial effect on the ofttimes dis- 
tressing vomiting of pregnancy, expels flatus, cor- 
rects griping alcoholic pains and can be used with 
much success to cover the taste or qualify the nau- 
seating or griping effects of other medicines. _ 

It is claimed by those who have had experience 
with the remedy, that the Yerba Buena when 
given in frequently recurring moderate doses, 
excites the menstrual flow, when the system is pre- 
disposed to the effort, hence its reputation as an 
emmenagogue. It is supposed, not without prob- 
ability, that the virtues of the plant depend mainly 
upon a volatile oil. a 

Yerba Buena is also an efficient anthelmintic and 
is found to be well adapted to the expulsion of 
round worms in children. The fluid extract or 
concentrated tincture given in the morning on an 
empty stomach, and, when necessary, at bed time, 
has been found prompt and efficacious. As a car- 
minative, ten to twenty drops can be given on a 
lump of sugar, to be repeated as occasion requires. 

The following is a formula which has found favor 
with several local practitioners and presents the 
Yerba Buena in a palatable form, besides not inter- 
fering with its therapeutic effects. It can be given 
when the remedy is to be administered as a car- 
minative, stimulant, anthelmentic, etc. 


RB. Fid. ext. of Yerba Buena, one fl. oz. 
Chloric Ether, two fl. drachms. 
Compound tincture of Cardamons. 
Syrup of fresh orange peel, of each half a fl. oz. 
Distilled water sufficient to make the whole measure 
four fl. oz. 


Of this mixture, one to three tablespoonfuls can 
be given and repeated as often as necessary. 

As an anti-febrile Yerba Buena would find favor, 
either administered by itself or in conjunction with 
other remedies. The usual dose in such cases is 
one or two tablespoonfuls of the fluid extract, three 
or four times a day, to be given with any desired 
adjuvant which may not be contra-indicated. 

Oct. 19th, 1878. 


Grindelia Robusta in Vaginitis. 
By Mr. Jonn THompson, Custar, O. 


ta order to explain how I, not being a M. D., but 

simply an apothecary, came to the knowledge 
of the following case, I must mention that my wife 
is an obstetrician of thirty years’ standing (regular 
graduate of Royal Institute for Obstetrics at 
Frankfurt-upon-the-Oder, Province of Branden- 
burg, Kingdom of Prussia). During the twenty- 
six years of her practice in this country she has 
naturally become intimately acquainted with very 
many females. One of them came to her and 
asked for advice in the following case, which my 
wife, after the remedies known to her had failed, 
confided to me: 

Mrs. ——, aged 53, married 32 years, mother 
of six children, plump, somewhat inclined to obe- 
sity, of very fair and florid complexion, generally 
speaking, healthy, and of uncommon strength and 
endurance, bodily and mentally, had, since her 
menses made their first appearance, always had a 
very copious flow, lasting three to four days, and 





the menses with great regularity returned every 
twenty-one days. About two years ago she under- 
went the “change of life.” Immediately after the 
menses stopped, vaginitis set in, and she says that 
the burning and itching she suffered day and night 
is beyond all description, and it had resisted every 
remedy that came within her knowledge. The 
flow of a whitish acrid fluid had also persistently 
continued. When the case was explained to me I 
recollected that grindelia robusta was highly 
recommended. I therefore put up 


. Extractis grindelis robuste fluidi, %j. 
Aquee pluvialis, Ziv. 


M.S. Apply an injection with a common glass 
vaginal syringe twice or thrice a day, and apply 
the mixture to the parts inflamed externally by 
wet cloths, changing them three to four times a 
day. 

About a week afterwards patient reported suc- 
cess to my wife, saying, “‘ Your stuff is boss! Have 
spent the first few days for years without suffering. 
Hope it will last.” She was advised to keep the 
mixture about the house, and to apply it at the ap- 
pearance of the slightest symptom of vaginitis.— 
November 5, 1878. 


Testing Drugs. 
By C. W. Hansen, M. D., Milwaukee, Jan. 23, 1879. 


Y attention has been called to an article under 
iYl the above heading in the January number of 
the Chicago Medical Times, by Prof. A. J. Howe, 
M. D. 

The learned professor is relating his experience 
as a “tester,” or rather “taster” of Frankenia 
grandifolia, or, as it is commonly called, yerba 
reuma. Starting out with the astonishing state- 
ment that it is well known that the climate of the 
Pacific Coast is not favorable to the development 
of medicinal qualities of plants!!! he proceeds to 
state that “Azs credulity is insulted” with regard 
to yerba reuma. I quote from his article: 

“The stem and branches of the bush, if exam- 
ined with a magnifying glass, exhihit crystals of 
sea-salt that have been condensed upon the weed 
as it grew in the briny breeze of the California 
coast. A dead tuft of grass exposed to the ocean 
vapors would gather crystals of chloride of sodium. 
.... If the therapeutist will taste and chewa 
specimen of the yerba reuma, he will get the salty 
flavor first, and then the woody inertness peculiar 
to dead vegetables that contain no sapid qualities, 
whether medicinal or not.” 

Having resided for several years in California, 
and being familiar with the yerba reuma in its na- 
tive hadztat, 1 am perhaps qualified to express an 
opinion in this connection, and, judging not only 
from Dr. Howe’s statements, but also those of Dr. 
W. P. Gibbons, in the Paczfic Medical and Sur- 


gical Fournal (who obtained his sample of “yerba 


reuma ” from the same source, Cincinnati), I should 
judge that Dr. Howe had been testing a sample of 
the bryzopyrum spicatum. In this case I do not 
wonder at the learned professor’s deductions, as 
the plant in question would produce like results 
in the “ taste.” 

I would not for a moment suppose that Dr. 
Howe would appear in print without being thor- 
oughly familiar with his subject, but for those less 
informed as to the plants on the Pacific coast, 
and with the conditions governing the develop- 
ment of their medicinal qualities, I will state that 
the frankenia grandiflora grows in abundance in 
some of the arid portions of the Sacramento valley, 
some two hundred miles from the sea, and separ- 
ated from it by seven or eight mountain chains or 
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ridges, one of them attaining an altitude of over 
8,000 feet. How a man, claiming to be a scientist, 
a teacher of men, can for a moment imagine that 
the “briny breeze of the California coast” (quite 
poetical) can pass over chains of mountains, cov- 
ered with dense forests, and finally deposit crystals 
of chloride of sodium on a small weed growing 200 
miles inland, is a mystery to me. I cannot com- 
prehend it. I, for one, am not willing to have my 
“ credulity insulted ” by such a statement, even com- 
ing from such high authority. I even confess my 
inability to believe that a dead tuft of grass exposed 
to the ocean vapors should to any appreciable ex- 
tent become impregnated with these crystals, to the 
exclusion of the trees and innumerable smaller 
plants growing to the very verge of the cliffs bor- 
dering the Pacific ocean. I fear Prof. Howe has 
heard so much about the glorious climate of Cali- 
fornia, that it has led him to believe that the favored 
land is governed by separate natural laws, that 
according to these laws medicinal plants are ruled 
out of existence, as it were, and that, consegently, 
it becomes a sacrilege for Dr. Bundy and others to 
attempt to destroy this illusion. 

In conclusion, I join the professor in requesting 
the therapeutist to taste and chew a specimen of 
yerba reuma, if, back of the salty taste, he does 
not find a strong flavor resembling tea, and a very 
decided astringency, then I confess my taste to be 
degraded ; otherwise I claim that Prof. Howe, in 
the role of a “taster,” is a failure. 


Yellow Fever and its Fatal Fear. 
By A. Eppmon, M. D., Tontogany, O., Dec. 8th, 1878. 


\V UCH has been said and written about yellow 
I fever, but hardly enough to satisfy the mind 
of the public and the mind of the physician. The 
material cause of yellow fever is not known. It is 
still wrapped in great obscurity. Even a perfect 
knowledge of the cause would not necessarily lead 
to a specific for its eradication from the body. In 
every case of yellow fever there is more or less a 
chemical and dynamical change in the solid and 
fluid substances of the patient. The body is 
poisoned. The envenomed or pestilent demon 
reigns, an absolute monarch upon the throne of 
life, and defies eradication. This, of course, is 
metaphorical, not literal, because disease is a con- 
dition of the body, and not an entity or thing. 
As to the origin of the fatal disease, very little is 
known. The highest presumption is, that it origi- 
nates from without, and that it is a gaseous, volatile 
substance, which is inhaled through the nostrils or 
mouth, and directly conveyed to the blood, and 
through this channel it is circulated to every organ 
and tissue of the body in its route. This ac- 
counts for the initial and only paroxysm, the high 
temperature (the thermometer showing 104 to 105 
degrees Fahrenheit) and the rapidity of the pulse 
(120 to 130 a minute). 

The decomposition and fermentation of organic, 
and especially vegetable matter, is highly promo- 
tive of the disease. This was the presumptive 
cause of the epidemic which occurred several years 
ago at Norfolk, Va. This was also the cause of the 
attack in Lima and Callao (Peru) in 1867. De- 
caying animal matter, wharves and causeways 
filled those cities with poisonous gases. This was 
the more probable cause of the disease at Shreve- 
port in 1873 than the circus from Mexico. Why did 
not the circus spread yellow fever everywhere it 
went, or at most of the places? Why was fever in 
some places where the circus had not been? This 
history proves that the fever may originate spontan- 
eously under favorable conditions, the way it has 
been the past summer through our southern country. 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 





|February, 1879 


Transportation by ships is admitted, because a 
ship may carry a section, as it were, of a locality, 
with all its conditions and atmosphere. But then, 
the part to which the ship goes must have all the 
conditions rife for the propagation of the disease, 
or its “germs” will not be maintained so as to 
cause an epidemic. The conclusion, however, is 
inevitable, that the disease may and does originate 
where it prevails. This is shown from the fact 
that it is frequently limited to a section or a few 
squares of a city, and the removal of the inhabi- 
tants of the infected regions may, and often does, 
stamp out the pestilence. It is very questionable 
whether the germs of the disease are ever trans- 
ported by families in clothing, bedding, merchan- 
dise, etc. It follows from this that no personal de- 
tention whatever, other than of those ill, for neces- 
sary medical treatment, should be imposed upon 
the passengers of railroad cars or vessels, which 
have yellow fever on board, or come from an infect- 
ed city. There are no facts which give reason for 
any such detention. The disease is a specific, con- 
tinued fever, having only one paroxysm. There 
is an unmistakable and well marked period of 
defervescence. The maximum heat of the body is 
reached very rapidly, for the most part in the first 
few hours of first day. It then decreases “rather 
slow and long,” generally about one degree for 
each day, until it reaches 98 or 96 degrees; but 
the pulse decreasing with the temperature in all 
serious or fatal cases, continues to run down even 
to the low stage (on the tenth day or sooner) 
of 45 pulsations a minute, when it may rapidly 
run up to 100 or more, become imperceptible, lost, 
and the patient dies. The evidence is very great 
to show that most cases die of heart exhaustion, 
the consequence of structural change of fatty de- 
generation. After assisting in seventeen Jost-mor- 
tem examinations I found that the heart, liver and 
kidneys suffer fearfully, the heart in the greater 
number of instances suffering the most. The 
feebleness of this organ is probably more rapidly 
developed in yellow fever than in any other disease. 

The treatment: From the seriousness of the 
disease, the vital organs affected, the sudden shock 
to the sympathetic nervous system, there is no 
doubt that no one but an experienced physician 
should treat a case of yellow fever. The indica- 
tions are plain and well understood. Arouse the 
heart to increased action by internal and external 
stimulation. Every indication in the treatment of 
yellow fever, as we commonly see it, points to the 
heart and its feebleness, after the paroxysm of 
fever has subsided. What kind of supporting 
treatment to adopt can only be determined at the 
bed-side. There is no specific remedy for the dis- 
ease. Quinine, calomel, sulphite of soda, lime or 
magnesia, creasote, carbolic acid, champagne, etc., 
teas and gentle sweatings have all been recom- 
mended, and are still valuable when judiciously 
used. The benign forces of nature will do infi- 
nitely more for a sufferer than any person who has 
never studied the wonderful process she puts to 
work to get rid of poisonous substances and dis- 
eased conditions. One of the very best prescrip- 
tions for a yellow fever patient is an undisturbed 
mind and a quiet heart. The mind and emotions 
fret the sympathetic nervous system into a galvanic 
tremor, and chill and curdle the blood. In 1783, 
when yellow fever raged in Philadelphia, Dr. Rush 
says, among the causes of attack of the fatal mal- 
ady “there was a sudden paroxysm of fear.” 
A panic-stricken people are more susceptible to 
epidemic influence than those who are quiet and 
not apprehensive. The heart is so badly diseased 
in yellow fever that the patient should not be 
allowed to move much on the bed. One turn in 
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bed has produced such a strain upon “a feeble 
heart” as to make it flutter like a frightened bird, 
and getting out of bed had such an effect on the 
patient that the patient sunk back exhausted and 
died, the heart being too feeble to hold the body 
up. 


New Remedies. 


Extract from a report read before the District Medical 


Society of Central Illinois, Oct. 29, 1878, by 
J. G. Harvey, M. D. 

‘THE subject of new remedies, and the new ap- 

plication of old, is one full of interest to every 
intelligent physician, and one which is too much 
neglected. My comservatism makes me loath to 
part with an old fora new and untried remedy, 
and I shall bring to your notice only such articles 
as have been used and tested by physicians of 
known veracity and ability. I have long felt the 
need of some more efficient remedies in chronic 
malarial diseases, chronic catarrh, habitual consti- 
pation and other allied affections, and will notice 
particularly a few of the new remedies which have 
been found of benefit in those affections. 

Cascara Sagrado.—This is a shrub found in 
California, and introduced through the house of 
Parke, Davis & Co., by J. H. Bundy, M. D., of Cali- 
fornia. It is almost a specific in habitual constipa- 
tion. Its action on the secretion and circulation is 
positive, and, without producing either nausea or 
other disturbances, it stimulates and improves di- 
gestion. Experience has demonstrated its action 
to be principally through the sympathetic nervous 
system, and especially the solar plexus. The re- 
ports of its use from a large number of physicians, 
and from different parts of the country, strongly 
confirm the statements of Dr. Bundy as to the 
good results obtained by its use in habitual con- 
stipation, and it will doubtless take its place in 
our materia medica as a valuable therapeutical 
agent. 

Grindelia Robusta.—One of the new remedies 
lately introduced east of the Rocky Mountains ; has 
acquired a high place as a therapeutical agent in 
affections of the bronchials, especially in asthma. 
Its efficacy in these diseases has been so thoroughly 
established as to require no comment from me. 

Grindelia Squarrosa.—Introduced as a remedy 
in chronic malarial diseases. It is recommended 
in enlargement of the spleen and lymphatic’ glands 
generally. 
valuable remedy in all affections of the glandular 
system, and advocates its use in leukemia. It is 
given in 20 drop doses of the fluid extract, three 
times a day. 

Yerba Reuma.—This herb, Dr. Bundy says, 
grows near the foot hills of the coast range of 
mountains in California. It is of especial service 
as a remedy in nasal catarrh, leucorrhcea, dysentery, 
gonorrhoea, and in fact all affections of the mucous 
membranes. I have been using it in nasal catarrh 
with benefit, using of the fl. ext. 3j to water 
3 viij, and snuffing up the nostrils three times 
daily. 

Rhododendron Maximum (Deer Tongue, Laurel, 
or Great Laurel).—-This shrub grows on the 
sides of the Alleghany mountains. It was first 
brought to notice by Dr. J. M. Mulholland, of 
Pennsylvania. He uses it in obstinate coughs; it 
has been found to be of especial benefit in bron- 
chitis and chronic catarrhal affections, which have 
resisted all other remedies. , 

Yerba Santa.—Native of Mexico and California, 
with properties similar to the above, but said to 
have especial efficacy in the relief of chronic bron- 
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Dr. Goss, of Georgia, considers it a} ; ) c 
| And in order to prove more fully its therapeutic 





chitis of old persons; its medical properties are 
astringent, tonic, demulcent and balsamic; it is also 
employed in gastric catarrh, hemorrhoids and 
chronic derangements of the kidneys. 

Ustilago Matdzs.—This drug is attracting con- 
siderable attention as a substitute for ergot; it is 
claimed that it is equal, and in some cases superior 
to ergot, producing clonic instead of tonic con- 
tractions of the uterus, and thus more nearly stimu- 
lates natural labor. The testimony of a large num- 
ber of physicians places it on the list of valuable 
oxytoxics ; its cost is about fifty per cent less than 
that of ergot of rye. 

Cereus Bonplandz?—One of the cactus family, 
introduced by Dr. Kunze, of New York. It is 
highly recommended in functional diseases of the 
heart, palpitation, etc. It has also been used in 
amaurosis, with benefit. In Mexico it is used as a 
febrifuge. 

Cereus Grandiflorus is a remedy similar to the 
above, and useful in a similar class of affections. 
Dr. J. M. Goss recommends it in five-drop doses 
to relieve the distressing palpitation in heart dis- 
ease. 

We are indebted to Parke, Davis & Co. fora his- 
tory of most of these new remedies. I am now using 
the fl. exts. manufactured by this firm, and can 
bear testimony to their reliability. We frequently 
fail to get the expected effect of a new remedy, on 
account of the counterfeit and faulty specimens 
employed. In trying any of these new remedies, 
be sure you have a genuine article well prepared ; 
then go ahead. 


Veratrum Viride. 
By Dr. Jonn A. HenninG, Red Key, Ind. 


HAVE been using this valuable agent for 

twenty years, and believed I knew all about its 
action and power in the system ; but I must con- 
fess that I am still learning from its uses and prop- 
erties. 

I use it in all fevers and inflammatory diseases, 
whether acute or chronic. 

It is one of the very best, safest, speediest seda- 
tives we have in the materia medica. I prefer the 
fluid extract made by Parke, Davis & Co. 

I suppose the great majority of physicians are 
well acquainted with its use in acute disease ; but 
Iam penning these thoughts to invite the atten- 
tion of the profession to the use of this medicine 
in diseases in which it is not commonly used. 


power, I will report cases : 

I was called to see two children, one and three 
years old. They had been sick two days, with re- 
mittent fever. On my first visit both children 
were in convulsions, and had been for one hour 
befere my arrival. Pulse 120, skin hot and dry, 
tongue white coated. I prescribed: 
ext. verat. viride, 3 j. 

3. 


R. Fi. 
Fl. ext. gelsemium, 
Water, iv. 


Dose, teaspoonful every ten minutes until con- 
vulsions ceased, then gave teaspoonful every one 
or two hours, to maintain pulse at about 80. Also 
ordered the patients sponged in warm alkaline 
bath. 

The convulsions, in both cases, soon ceased. 
The treatment was followed up with proper doses 
of cinchonidia. In three days both were dis- 
charged cured. But in many cases of convulsions 
we are unable to give veratrum by mouth ; in those 
cases give three to ten drops by hypodermic in- 
jection in the right arm, and the convulsions will 
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cease in a few minutes, and will not return so long 
as the patients are under the influence of the 
drug. I have verified this in numerous cases. 

Last evening I was called to see a minister, who 
fell in the pulpit, while preaching, with an epi- 
leptic fit. By the time I arrived he had partially 
recovered, but looked wild, and knowing that he 
might have several fits during the night, I gave 
him, by hypodermic injection, five drops of ve- 
ratrum. He rested well during the night, had no 
more spasms, -and this morning feels well. It is 
claimed by some physicians to be very excellent in 
epilepsy given in this form. But let me say, by 
experience I find it in small doses to be an excel- 
lent alterative in many chronic diseases. Very 
few remedies will equal it. 

Last September I was called to see a boy, ten 
years old, who had chorea in the very worst form. 
He was in constant spasms, day and night, taking 
from one to two persons to keep him in bed. 

I gave him close attention, and used in this case 
the leading remedies, such as cimicifuga, cannabis 
indica, Calabar bean, bromide potassium, chloro- 
form, nux vomica and gelsemium, in proper 
doses, without effect, and without even giving re- 
lief. The pulse all this time was about 120; tem- 
perature 102 to 104. 

After having used and exhausted the best treat- 
ment recommended by the authorities, I con- 
cluded if I could reduce the temperature and re- 
duce the pulse to 65°, and maintain it at that, that 
these violent symptoms must give way. At this 

oint I gave 1o-drop doses of veratrum every 

our, until it had its specific effect. In twelve 
hours pulse came to 80°; spasms giving way. 
In four more hours pulse 66°; nearly clear of 
spasms. I then decreased dose to five drops every 
two hours. But the family, by some means, neg- 
lected to give it as ordered, and spasms returned 
and the pulse ran up to 86°. But on giving the 
veratrum again every hour, and maintaining pulse 
at 66°, the spasms entirely ceased and the boy 
made a perfect recovery, and is to-day well. In 
such violent cases heroic doses must be given, or 
it will have no effect. 

Then, again, we have severe cases of post- 
partum hemorrhage, where immediate relief must 
be given; then give 20 to 30 drops of veratrum 
every half-hour, with external cold application to 
uterus, and the relief will be prompt. If space 
would permit I could give cases to corroborate 
this practice. 

Do we know all about veratrum viride? I con- 
fess I do not ; but J am watching, observing and 
remembering these thoughts. If we know what 
effect remedies have, then give to effect the object 
sought, we will never be disappointed. But often, 
with many good remedies, we either give too much 
or not enough, and thus lose confidence. 

If the practitioner will give the veratrum a fair 
trial in the above named diseases he will not be 
disappointed ; but be sure to have a pure, reli- 
able article. 


[Notwithstanding the gratifying results in the 
cases reported by Dr. Henning, we should advise 
considerable care in the use of this powerful 


agent. Two minims of fluid extract of veratrum 
viride every ten minutes to a child a year old, is 
what we should regard as very heroic treatment, 
as we should also ten-drop doses every hour to a 
boy ten years of age, and 20 to 30 drops every half 
hour in post-partum hemorrage. However, as the 
doses recommended are new, we should be pleased 
to hear more about them.—ED.] 





The Sabbatia Stellaris. 


By W. S. Newton, M. D., Oswego, Kan. 


DESIRE to give a few facts about the sab- 

batia stellaris, growing on the magnesian lands 
of the lower coal measure. Several years ago I 
made and published a list of the plants of South- 
east Kansas. 

As the country had been settled by white men 
a few years only, this was done to impart to those 
desiring to emigrate here a knowledge of our 
flora. At the same time, with several other botan- 
ists in different parts of the State, I was em- 
ployed to assist Prof. Carruth, State Botanist, to 
prepare a Centennial list of the plants of Kansas. 
Several counties in the southeast corner of Kan- 
sas, quite a large territory, wgre assigned to the 
writer to examine. The Centennial Plant Lists, in 
which these labors were cellected, were published 
in the “ Kansas State Agricultural Reports” for 
1876 and 1877. 

For two or three years I have been employed 
in collecting Kansas plants, and in this it was that 
I discovered the most beautiful maiden of all our 
indigenous plants, the sabbatia stellaris. 

This plant was named for Liberatus Sabbatius, 
an Italian physician of over one hundred years 
ago. 

The sabbatia angularis is known to the medical 
world, and bears a high reputation as a tonic, and 
is well described in the “United States Dispensa- 
tory,” page 722, but the sabbatia stellaris, of the 
same genera, never was, to my knowledge. 

The gentiana quinqueflora, frasera and sab- 
batia are all of the same natural order, and all 
bear a high repute in medicine. 

From my limited knowledge of the sabbatia 
stellaris I take it to be a reliable tonic and anti- 
periodic, useful in convalescence from fevers, and 
in debility of the whole system from any cause. 
In weakness of the digestive organs from dys- 
pepsia, or any cause, the sabbatia is a valuable 
agent. 

Relapsing malarial fevers may be cured by it 
very often. 

The sabbatia is so destitute of tannic acid that 
it may be combined with the chloride of iron, in 
solution, and with other preparations of iron in- 
compatible with many other vegetable bitters. 

For sick headaches from deranged digestion the 
sabbatia is also a valuable medicine, and as a pre- 
ventive of miasmatic fever it will stand very high. 
It also is a good appetite maker. 

The following cases speaks for themselves: Mrs 
B., aged 55 years, suffered with an attack of 
pernicious fever. During her sickness, which was 
severe, there was great hepatic and gastric conges- 
tion, and when the fever was cured there remained 
weakness of the whole system, atony of the stom- 
ach and want of appetite. I gave her the follow- 
ing: 

RB. Fl. ext. sabbatia stellaris, 3 j. 

Fifty drops to be taken every four hours in day 
time. Three days afterward the patient felt 
stronger, wanted to eat and the stomach began to 
perform its function better, and her food no longer 
soured as it did. 

I have been using a fluid extract of the sabbatia 
stellaris in my practice among the sick here with 
yery gratifying results. The first case was for 
young Dudley D., for ague, for whom I made the 
following prescription : 

BR. Hydrarg. cum creta, gr. xv. 


Divide into three powders of five grains each, and 
give one every three hours, followed by a cathartic 
of sulph. magnesia three hours after last. At the 
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same time, during the absence of fever, he was to 
take the following: 


R. Fl. ext. sabbatia stellaris, 7i. 


Forty drops to be taken every three or four hours. 
Three days from date of prescription the patient 
reported to me sound and well. 

The next case upon which I tried the new remedy 
was Miss Celia C., age 13, for night sweats. 


R. Fi. ext. sabbatiastellaris, 3 i. 


Fifty drops to be taken every four hours, until all 
is given. ‘Two days after giving the medicine the 
girl's mother reported that the sweats had disap- 
peared. 

This case was one that occurred during convales- 
cence from malarial fever. 1 have used the sabba- 
tia in several other cases in my practice with good 
results. One case in a colored man for periodic 
sciatica, or sciatic neuralgia, and another as a pre- 
ventive of ague. 

I would urge on physicians to use this medi- 
cine, that they may become acquainted with its 
properties. I believe it will not be found unworthy 
of their confidence and labors. 


New Remedies in Practice. 
By H. A. Baker, M. D., Cleveland, O. 
HAVE made repeated trials of both the cascara 
sagrada and the berberis aquifolium, and do not 
hesitate to pronounce them both very valuable ad- 
ditions to the materia medica. I know of no 





remedy for habitual constipation that is at all equal 
to the cascara, as it gives uniform results, always 
producing, when taken in a proper manner, regular, 
natural, and painless evacuations, and in a large 
proportion of cases giving entire relief in a few 
weeks. 

Of course cases will arise in which the experi- 
enced physician will see the propriety of making 
various combinations, but I do not hesitate to say 
that the cascara should, and soon will constitute 
either the whole or an important part of a// remedies 
prescribed for constipation of the bowels. 

I do not think it necessary to weary you or your 
readers with detailed statements of cases, the re- 
sult of which could only be to confirm the conclu- 
sions above stated. 

I have used the berberis mostly in combination 
with the “old reliable” alteratives, iodide potassium 
and mercurials, and find that it adds greatly to the 
potency of these remedies. 

Another very important advantage gained by the 
combination is, that the berberis seems to possess 
the quality of preventing the depressing effect on 
digestion, and the vital forces generally, which we 
have learned to expect from the administration of 
mercurial alteratives. I have found patients to 
maintain a good appetite all through the treatment 
of secondary syphilis, and even to gain in flesh, 
while taking full doses of potass. iodide and bi- 
chloride mercury, when this was combined with a 
liberal amount of the berberis, a most desirable 
consummation that I have never been able to reach 
in any other way. 








Correspondence. 





Improved Extract Malt. 

I have prescribed extensively in my practice your 
improved extract malt preparations, through my 
druggist, Enos Reed, of this city. I can recom- 
mend them as valuable remedies in the treatment 
of throat and lung diseases. 

T. F. DAVIDSON, M. D. 

PORTSMOUTH, O., Sept. 30, 1878. 


Damiana.—Ustilago, 


I have used damiana, but with very moderate 
success, probably owing to the unreliable fl. ext. 
employed. I have used the fl. ext. ustilago in two 
cases of passive hemorrhage, and have been as 
well satisfied as if ergot had been prescribed. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. M. BIGELOW, M. D. 

ALBANY, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1878. 


Ustilago Maidis. 


I had a case of very tedious labor, in which the 
pelvis was very small; the child weighed eight 
pounds. She was in labor forty-eight hours. I 
kept the pains up by using the usulago maidis, 
and am well pleased with it. I dont think | 
could have brought the case through favorably 
with any other known remedy. It answered all 
my expectations. 

R. E. GLOVER, M. D. 

BELL CENTER, Wis. 

Fucus Vesiculosus. 

_ T have been using several of your new prepara- 
tions, and must say am highly pleased with the re- 
sults of all. 

The fucus vesiculosus has done good work. Our 





druggist received 3 xvi of Tilden & Co., which in 
my hands was worse than nothing. Our druggist 
keeps hardly anything but Parke, Davis & Co.'s 
preparations. Yours respectfully, 
J. W. BRINKERHOFF. 
BURBANK, O., Dec. 11, 1878. 


New Remedies. 

I have used with satisfaction the following ar- 
ticles, and believe that they will accomplish all that 
is claimed for them when exhibited at proper times 
and in proper doses: Virburnum prunifolium, cas- 
cara sagrada, yerba santa, kava kava, grindela 
robusta. The medicated tablets of potass., car- 


| bolic acid and santonine et podoph.liin are a con- 
| venient manner of administering these articles to 
adults as well as children. 


In my practice, the 
berberis aquifolium does not appear to prove all 
that is claimed for it. In several cases I have been 
obliged to fall back on my old remedies, which 
give me better satisfaction. Truly yours, 
C. H. YELVINGTON, M. D. 
SUSQUEHANNA, Pa., Jan., 1879. 


New Remedies. 


I am finding some of your new remedies very 
efficient in the diseases for which they are recom- 
mended. Ail I have thus far fairly tried have met 
my expectations, and have fully equaled your re- 
commendations. The great expense attending the 
testing of new medicines, their high price, poor 
patients, etc., is all that deters me at present from 
using them more freely. 

The cascara sagrada is all that any physician 
could desire for the troubles for which it is recom- 
mended. THEOS. FRAVEL, M. D, 

WESTVILLE, Ind., Jan. 7, 1879. 
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Damiana. 


Having had occasion to recommend your dami- 
ana in some eight or ten cases of debility of the 
urino-genital organs in both sexes (I give of the 
fluid ext. in 3 ii doses every four hours, combining 
every 3ii with gtt. v cannabis indica), I take this 
method of saying to you that I think it a most ex- 
cellent and efficacious remedy for the above and 
similar complaints, and would solicit all engaged in 
the healing art to give it a trial, as I do consider 
this class of diseases one which as a profession, 
we are not well prepared to meet. 

I am yours, C. WIENSMA, M. D. 

LITCHFIELD, Meeker Co., Minn. 


Ustilago. 


I have used ustilago in three cases of dys- 
menorrhcea. We are all aware that this disease is 
owing to an irritable or morbid state of the uterus, 
or nerves connected with it, and is often unyielding 
in its nature, and difficult to cure. In one case of 
six years’ standing, that of a young lady, with the 
nervous temperament predominating, giving rise to 
a neuralgic form of the disease, the ustilago worked 
like a charm. I prescribed it in 3ss doses three 
days before the expected time, and to her astonish- 
ment she was entirely free from pain when the 
menses commenced. Her general health is im- 
proving rapidly, she having used the ustilago only 
on two occasions, before the monthly flow, and 
each time has been free from pain. 

The other two cases were not of such long stand- 
ing, and yielded kindly to the influence of the usti- 
lago. It is truly a wonderful remedy, and I am 
using it in a case of spermatorrhoea, and will report 
its action in due time. DR. OLIVER. 

BEACON, lowa, Dec. 30, 1878. 


Berberis Aquifolium. 


I have tested the berberis aquifolium, combined 
with iod. potass. in the worst case of syphilis and 
scrofula, in no less than one dozen of cases, and 
the result I obtained was very satisfactory ; in fact 
I never found any remedy possessing the anti- 
syphilitic power that berberis aquifolium does. 
My formula is as follows: 

BR. Fl. ext, berberis aquifolium,  iij. 

Tod. potass, 3 iv. 
Simp. syrup, q. s. ad 3 viii. 


M. Sig. One tablespoonful four times daily. 

I have used many kinds of the berberis from 
almost every pharmacy, and find none equal to 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s. 

Respectfully, 
J. JACKSON CRIDER, M. D. 

OTTUMWA, Iowa, Nov. 6, 1878. 


A Cancer Case—Berberis Aquifolium. 


In looking over my note to you 7 find it a little 
blind. Ispoke of an attending physician; I meant 
one who was prescribing for a cancer case. I sug- 
gested the medicine referred to (berberis aquifo- 
lium) and said it was recommended for cancer, as 
well as syphilis, eruptive diseases, etc., and that, 
too, in your journal. 

Had I time, and were it necessary in order to 
bring others of the new preparations described in 

our journal before the profession such as I have 
bem using, I would say more, but, as I regard it, 
the weakest wheel in the wagon makes the most 
noise, so I will add no more. 

In haste, yours, A. BELDING, M. D. 

RAVENNA, Portage Co., O., Nov. 2, 1878. 


Cascara Sagrada—Sick Headache — Habitual 
Constipation. 


I have beefi using cascara sagrada in a number 
of cases with the most happy results. Am now 
using it in a case of that most obstinate of all dis- 
eases, inherited sick headache. My patient, Mrs. 
H., had a spell of the headache once a week, last- 
ing from two to three days. She has been taking 
the tincture sagrada in half teaspoonful doses two 
and three times daily for eight weeks, and has had 
but one sick spell since she began it. She says 
she would not do without it if it cost one hun- 
dred dollars a bottle. As a remedy for habitual 
constipation, it is par excellence, the best I have 
ever tried. The bitter taste can be entirely re- 
moved by eating a piece of dry cake or bread, or a 
few crackers after taking. 

J. G. HARVEY, M. D. 

GROVE CITY, Ill., Jan. 6th, 1879. 


Back Numbers, Etc. 


I write for you to send me some of the back 
numbers of NEW PREPARATIONS, viz., any one or 
two which may contain reports of fluid extract 
berberis aquifolium, as used for cancer. I have 
already on hand the July and October numbers, 
Vol. I, 1877, and the April number, Vol. II, 1878. 
I had several more numbers, and I think some of 
them contained reports as above stated, but that 
is contradicted here by an attending physician, 
who thinks it only recommended in syphilis, erup- 
tive diseases, etc. Please send me your back 
numbers which contain a full history of some of 
the new remedies—the January, or No. 1, Vol: I, 
together with your charges, and I will remit. I 
have great faith in several of the new prepara- 
tions described in your journal, and among the 
list I will mention the caseara sagrada, a remedy 
which I believe Dr. Bundy, of California, has the 
credit of bringing before the profession; but, as I 
do not feel capable of eulogizing sucha benefactor, 
I will not attempt it. But allow me here to say 
that for chronic constipation, I have never found 
its equal in many years’ practice. 

A. BELDING, M. D. 

RAVENNA, Portage Co., O., Nov. 2, 1878. 


Jaborandi. 


I wish to say that I have been using jaborandi 
very largely in several complaints. I found it to 
be of great advantage in producing the eruption in 
measles ; also found it of great service in diphtheria, 
where there is*a complication of the bronchial 
tubes, and cases that before its use, had proved 
fatal, | have succeeded in raising since I com- 
menced to use the drug. I use just enough fl. ext. 
jaborandi to produce perspiration, and keep it up, 
but not enough to produce the weakening effécts 
that can be obtained from the drug. Grindelia 
robusta I have-used very largely in acute and 
chronic broncho-asthma. I have treated over 100 
cases within the last year with success : 

R. Grindelia robusta, fl. ext., 3 ss. 

Yerba santa, fl. ext., 3 ss. 
Glycerine, 3j. 
Syrup simplex, q.s., Ziv. 


M. Sig. Teaspoonful three times a day. With 
attention to other points in the case, I have as a rule 
succeeded. I am using Parke, Davis & Co.’s new 
remedies very largely, but will not report any more 
at this time. Hoping to hear from some M. D. of 
the above maladies and remedies, I remain your 
friend, J. D. FREEMAN, M. D. 





CAWKER CITY, Mitchel Co., Kans. 





ane ncn ee en ae ae ee eee Oe ae ee ee ee Oe (ee eee 


February, 1879] 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 


x 





Salicylic Acid. 


There is from me an extract of a 
pages 9 and 10 of Vol. II, NEW_ PREPARA- 
TIONS, giving the best formula I then had 
knowledge of, for using salicylic acid, but with 
which I was not well pleased, on account of 
some unpleasant effects produced in some cases, 
and I might have added, some trouble in mixing, 
because of the effervescence that ensued ; and then 
desired some one to give us a better formula. 
J. D. Looney, M. D., of Brinkley, Ark., on page 
86 of the same volume, gives us one, which he says 
produces no unpleasant effects. I feel under many 
obligations to Dr. Looney for the information he 
gives us, and expect to use his formula if necessity 
requires it; but some time before it was published 
I received one from my friend W. S. Glover, M. D., 
of Cole Co., Mo., and was so well satisfied with it, 
I have not yet used Dr. Looney’s. The following 
is Dr. Glover’s formula: 


letter on 


R. Salicylic acid, 3j. 
Glycerine, 3j. 
Acetate potassa, 3 j. 
Aqua pura, 3j. 


Sig. From one teaspoonful to a tablespoonful 
every one to three hours, according to circum- 
stances. 

I have used this prescription in several cases of 
acute and subacute rheumatism, with satisfactory 
results. I generally order it given in syrup 
simplex. 

W. M. DODSON, M. D. 

WEST GLAIZE, MO., Jan. 28th, 1878. 


Eucalyptus—Grindelia Robusta. 
I have to report the most gratifying results trom 


the quite extensive use of your preparations, 
especially the eucalyptus and grindelia robusta, my 


cases verifying most fully the elaborate and full | 


report in the April, 1877, number of your paper. | 
will not therefore trespass on your space to reca- 
pitulate further than to report the perfect and 
permanent cure of a young man 22 years of age, 
thought to be far gone with consumption. This 
treatment I commenced four years ago, just 
after his previous medical attendant had decided 
that nothing could be done for him. No other 
remedy was given except the eucalyptus in half- 
drachm doses three times a day, with a generous 
instead of a starving diet. For the purpose of 
testing remedies, I give only one at a time uncom- 
bined, so that we can the better estimate the re- 
sults. This remedy seemed to regulate all the se- 
cretions and excretions in such satisfactory man- 
ner that no adjuvants or correctives were required. 
I have to report the successful use of the grindelia 
robusta in eight cases of the so-called hay fever (to 
some extent I believe a misnomer) last year, and | 
am preparing the medicine for other cases who 
have applied to me in consequence of my success- 
ful relief, and it is hoped cure, of my last year’s 
cases. The coming season will determine the 
permanency of the cures in those cases. I get my 


| some such sophisticated. 


| medicines of Morrison, Plumber & Co., druggists, 

of Chicago. I will add that I have prescribed 

these two remedies for inebriation, giving them 

alternately, the eucalyptus in the morning and 

grindelia at night. LEWIS DODGE, M. D. 
CHICAGO, July 12th, 1878. 


Cascara Sagrada—Toxical Effects. 


Having read your notice in regard to the use of 
cascara sagrada, I have been trying it in several 
cases with uniform success. I have seen nothing 
in regard to its poisonous effect, so will give you a 
little experience of my own. Mrs. S., age 35, con- 
sulted me December 13th; complained of occa- 
sional attack of headache. Bowels habitually cos- 
tive, digestion imperfect; is nursing, child cries 
nearly all the time. I prescribed the medicine in 
half-drachm doses every six hours. I was called 
to see her in two hours. She had taken near two 
drachms, being, as she expressed it; “hard to 
physic.” I found her pulse 135, respiration less 
than normal, strong tendency to sleep, pulse very 
feeble, not quite regular, pupils normal, com- 
plained of great numbness in limbs, sick at stom- 
ach, some attempts at vomiting, skin cool with 
hot flashes, temperature normal. I prescribed 
sp. ammonia, 3j every hour, largely diluted, sina- 
pism to stomach. She slept well after 2 A.M., 
was all right in the morning, no headache, bowels 
moved freely in six hours after taking medicine. I 
know nothing of the physiological action of the 
cascara, but this case looked like one of slight 
| poisoning by veratrum viride or aconite. If you 
possess acurate knowledge on this point I would 
like to hear from you, as I think it an invaluable 
remedy for that bane of our art, habitual consti- 
pation. Yours with respect, 

J. A. HOBSON, M. D. 

FLUSHING, Dec. 23d, 1878. 

| We have never had any reports tending to con- 
vey the idea that it contained anything poisonous. 
It may contain some alkaloid, which in large 
doses, would act identically with it. We have rea- 
son to suppose that preparations are on the market 
marked compound of Buckthorn Bark and Strych., 
or other alkaloids, and think there may have been 
Be kind enough to state 
by return mail whose you have been using.—ED. | 


CINCINNATI, O., December 2oth, 1878. 
Editor New Preparations : 

S1r—Thuya or Thuja, which? You advertise 
thuya (arbor vite). Dr. Vancleve talks of thuja, 
as also do Merrell & Co. Which is the correct 
orthography? Yours, etc., 

J]. B. CAMPBELL.. 


[Our orthography (thuya) is from the U. S. 
Dispensatory. Hobbs, however, spells it with a 
“j,” and we are not prepared to say which is the 
more correct.—ED. | 
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Editorial. 


The Trial of New Remedies. 

ge sonar is undoubtedly an important 

element in all substantial progress, but there 
is no lack of example to prove that its inordinate 
rule is an incubus to improvement. It would be 
difficult to determine whether radicalism or old 
fogyism is the greatest foe to true advancement. 
These general statements apply to nothing with 
more force than to medicine. The importance of 
a proper circumspection in these days of the in- 
troduction of new things must be conceded, but 
there is a bare possibility of being too suspicious. 
Unfortunately, all men are not honest, and it would 
be credulity unpardonable to pin one’s faith to the 
dictum of every claimant to indorsement; but when 
an individual whose reputation for honesty of 
purpose has been satisfactorily tested asks for an 
honest trial of anything which he may introduce, 
it would be unjust to condemn what he offers 
without first submitting it to the desired test. 

The pioneers in all departments of progress are 
entitled to honor and respect, but the fact that 
they are pioneers is not alone sufficient to entitle 
them to credence. Confidence is a plant of slow 
growth, and no one who has achieved sucha repu- 
tation as would justify the public in relying on his 
integrity, could afford, if only from a mere com- 
mercial point of view, deliberately to practice an 
imposition which would be certain of detection. 
In the matter of any medicine the name of the 
manufacturer either commends or condemns it. 
We could point to manufacturing chemists who 
once enjoyed a reputable name, but who, through 
“ways that were dark and tricks that were vain,” 
which they practiced in their inordinate avarice, 
have alienated the support of the profession and 
have impaired their financial standing to such a de- 
gree that their paper is worthless. No manufac- 
turing pharmacist that hopes to be pecuniarily suc- 
cessful can afford to be otherwise than perfectly 
square in his dealings, while any deliberate at- 
tempt at a fraud would be deliberate suicide. 
This being the case, to suppose that a house of 
any standing would place before the profession a 
remedy of insufficient intrinsic worth to justify a 
trial of it would be to suppose such a house to be 
devoid of common sense. 

These remarks are prompted by the insinuations 
which have been sought to be made against the 
firm of Parke, Davis & Co. and the new remedies 
which they have had the honor of introducing to 








the medical profession within the last few years, 
The attempt to lessen the confidence which the pro- 
fession have learned to place in this house has been 
malicious and gratuitous in the extreme, and it is 
but meet that it has been so promptly frowned 
down as it has been by the medical press of the 
country. We copy elsewhere extracts from several 
journals on the subject, and it is gratifying to note 
that even the Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Fournal, which in an unguarded moment suffered 
itself to be made the medium through which the 
slander was uttered, has made the amende honor- 
able. In the interest of legitimate progress in 
therapeutics, in which branch of medicine, accord- 
ing to J. Milner Fothergill, of London, America 
already leads the world, every medical journal in 
the country should raise its voice in condemnation 
of the unprovoked attack on the enviable reputa- 
tion which Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. have won 
for themselves. 

The manufacturing house which risks its capital 
in developing the as yet comparatively uncultivated 
woods and fields of America with a view of bring- 
ing out their hidden therapeutic stores, deserves the 
commendation and substantial support of the medi- 
cal profession. Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. are 
pioneers in the good work; they have invested a 
large amount of capital in the enterprise ; they are 
honorable men, and their standing in commercial 
circles is a guarantee that any of the candidates 
in the way of new drugs, which they present for 
professional favor is at least entitled to a candid 
trial. The profession owes it to itself that every 
effort made to enlarge and render more efficient 
the armamentarium against disease, should receive 
its cordialssympathy and support. 


A “Tester” of New Drugs. 

t lige article by Dr. A. J. Howe in the Chicago 

Medical Times and reprinted under the head 
of “Clippings” in this issue of NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS is referred to for the purpose of showing 
the caliber of some of the guns which have been 
firing at the new remedies introduced by Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co., of this city. The criticisms 
by Dr. Bundy, of California, and Hansen, of Wis- 
consin, also published in this issue, are so effective 
that we need not do more than refer our readers 
to them. 

The reputation of the drug to which the astute 
Howe refers can scarcely be very seriously affected 
by this profound scientist’s (?) disapproval of them. 
If the drugs and their introducers must needs be 
maligned, and they had their own selection of the 
maligner, they could scarcely make choice of one 
less dangerous. The condemnation of a man 
whose utterances conyict him of so much igno- 
rance, is very praise. “The flippant loquacity of 
his half knowledge,” as Oliver Wendell Holmes 
puts it, would be amusing were it not a fact that 
this Howe is a teacher of medicine and an editor 
of a medical journal! Save the mark! 
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Proposed Additions to the Pharma- 

copeeia. | 

HE committee on the revision of the U. S.| 
4 Pharmacopceia have proposed to add some | 
thirty new articles to the list of crude drugs. | 
Among them no less than eight were introduced 
to the profession by Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., 
of this city, while a number of the others are in- | 
debted to this same firm for having acquired suffi- | 
cient prominence to be proposed in this connection. 





John Barclay Biddle, M. D. 


T is with pain we learn from the Medical Record 
| of the decease of our former friend, Dr. Bid- 
dle, in the sixty-third year of his age. Twenty- 
four years ago, when we first made his acquain- 
tance he was in the prime of his manhood, a so- 
cial, genial gentleman of the Philadelphia school. 
In his demise the profession has lost a talented 
member and his family a kind and indulgent parent. 
May our loss be his gain. “Reguzescat in pace.” 








Book Reviews. 





The New York Medical Journal for January, | 


published by D. Appleton & Co., and edited by 
Fames B. Hunter, M. D., is received. We wel- 
come this old stand-by to ourexchange list. $4 per 
annum. One of the best and cheapest journals in 
the country. 


The National Medical Review has made its 
bow to the medical world. It is a neat monthly 
of 44 pages, and edited by Walter S. Wells, M.D. 
We cordially welcome it to our exchange list, and 
wish it a successful career. $3 per annum in ad- 
vance. 


College Announcements Received.—Twenty- 
sixth annual announcement of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the University of Vermont for the year 
1879. Burlington, Vt. 

Annual announcement and circular of the Long 
Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y. Colle- 
giate year 1878-9. 


Toledo Medical and Surgical Journal. Vol. 3, 
No. 1, for January, is on our table improved in all 
respects, ‘‘Communications,” “Editorial,” paper 
and printing. Evidently the “Toledo war” was a 
good thing for Toledo. Yet Toledo has only one 
medical journal, while Detroit has four, “and yet we 
are not jealous.” We wish youa prosperous year. 


Transactions of the Detroit Medical and Li-| 
brary Association.—January 7th, 1879; published 
quarterly by the association. The above is a pam- 
phlet of fifteen pages, and gives the proceedings of 
the association from the third annual meeting, held | 
in October, 1878, to December 16th, inclusive. 
E. L. Shurly, M. D., president; F. D. Porter, 
M. D., secretary. 


The Southern Practitioner is a new journal and | 
hails from Nashville, Tenn. Its leading editor is 
our old friend G. S. Blakie, M. D., and the last on | 
the list is the son of our old friend Dr. Paul F. | 
Eve. Yearly subscription, $1.00 in advance ; issued | 
monthly. Its motto is to “ Make war upon no one,” | 
and “only oppose error and sustain truth.” We| 
extend to it our best wishes and fraternal greetings. 


The Southern Clinic. Monthly; edited by C. A. | 
Bryce, M. D., and published in Richmond, Va., | 
No. 506 N. Second street; 40 pages; $1.50 in ad-| 
vance. A sprightly journal, and full of choice 
reading. Please supply our files with Nos. 1, 2 and 
3, if possible. The Southern Clinic belongs to no | 
ring or clique, but will be liberal and independent. | 
Good! | 

| 

Popular Science Monthly.—Among the periodi- | 


Science Monthly. Elevated in tone, and correct 
in its statements, it is a journal which the intelli- 
gent layman should not exclude from his course of 
reading, nor the physician omit from his collateral 
studies. The success which it has achieved is 
complimentary to the taste of the American read- 
ing public. 


Appleton’s Journal.—Three dollars per annum. 
“> Appleton & Co., 549 and 551 Broadway, New 

rk. 

Turning from the study of dry bones and kin- 
dred subjects of the science of medicine, we are 
glad to take from our table this ever-welcome 
journal. Within its pages we are sure to find 
choice morsels of romance, history, art, natural 
science, etc., affording the cream of the general 
literature of the day. Just the magazine for the 
relief and information of the overtaxed practi- 
tioner. 


On Rest and Pain.—A course of lectures on the 
influence of Mechanical and Physiological Rest 
in the Treatment of Accidents and Surgical Dis- 
eases, and the Diagnostic Value of Pain, delivered 
at the Royal College of Surgeons, England, in the 


| years, 1860-61-62, by Fohn Hilton, F. R.S., F.R. 
| C. S.; second edition; New York: William Wood 
| & Co.,.27 Great Jones street. 


1879. This is the 
first volume of the series of Wood's Library of 


| Standard Medical Authors, illustrated with 109 


fine wood engravings, in one octavo volume of 


| 311 pages. 


Upon examination of this work we found an old 


| friend—many years ago we read A/zlton on Rest 


and Pain in the London Lancet—and 
therefore testify to its merits and usefulness. 


we can 
It is 


| a work that should be in the library of every young 


doctor, whether he gives his attention to either 


| medicine or surgery, and if the succeeding volumes 


are equally meritorious, he should not hesitate a 
moment in subscribing for the series as the founda- 
tion of a first class library. The set can be had 
of Wm. Wood & Co. for the small sum of $12.00 
in advance. 


A Manual of Prescription Writing, with a full 
explanation of the methods of correctly writing 
prescriptions, a table of doses expressed in both the 


| apothecaries’ and metric systems: rules for avoid- 


ing incompatibilities, and for combining medicines. 
By Matthew D. Mann, A. M., M. D., Lecturer, 
etc., in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York, etc. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
182 Fifth avenue. 1878. 

On general principles we disparage the publica- 


cals devoted to the diffusion of scientific intelli- | tion of manuals—-hand-books, in which the whole 
gence among those who are not distinctive scien-| science of medicine is condensed into a nut-shell 
usts, there is none to be compared with the Popular |—but we must make this an exception, The author 
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has said all that can be said, and in a concise, in-|and print, maintains the reputation of its prede- 
telligent and readable manner. But few physicians | cessor. 
attach sufficient value to the make-up of their pre-| This volume of 210 pages, treats, Ist, of gen- 
scriptions. Nine-tenths of them are either misspelt, | eral management and diet, medical examination, 
illegibly written in bad English, and worse Latin, | general management during the first year of life, 
incompatible in their composition, or composed of | and diet table for children one year old and up- 
sO many ingredients as to puzzle a Philadelphia| ward. 2d. General diseases. 3d. Skin diseases, 
lawyer to tell what results are to be expected from | 4th. Congenital affections and diseases of the 
their use. |new-born. 5th. Fevers. 6th. Diseases of the 
Mann’s manual proposes to teach such physicians | brain and nervous system. 7th. Diseases of the 
how to write a prescription, and we think he has | air passages and thoracic organs. 8th. Diseases 
fully succeeded. Chapter 1 treats of definitions, | of the food passages and abdominal organs. 9th. 
and the parts of a prescription. 2. On weights | General therapeutical hints and formulary. 1oth, 
and measures. 3. Preparations. 4. Grammatical} Dietary. The plan of the work is to give the de- 
construction of a prescription. 5. Pronunciation | scription of the disease, Aost-mortem appearances, 
and abbreviation. 6. Forms for extemporaneous | prognosis, diagnosis and treatment, and in cases 
prescriptions, with examples. 7. Doses of medi-! requiring surgical interference, the advisability and 
cine—prescription writing. 8. The metric system. | #odus operand? of the operation, are fully described. 
g. Medical combinations. 10. Incompatibility. | The last chapter on de¢ary is worth the whole book, 
The book is also valuable to the student, who, | for while much of it can be found in such works as 
having mastered its contents, need never be at a| West, Churchill, Bedford and others, none describe 
loss how to write an elegant prescription. |so well how to make what they direct to be taken. 
. | This chapter furnishes a link left out in the curri- 
A Practical Manual of the Diseases of Chil-| culum of our medical colleges, for not one neophyte 
dren, with a Formulary, by Edward Ellis, M.D. \in fifty can tell the mother how to make beef 
late Senior Physician to the Victoria Hospital for | tea, or whey, even if they order them to be given 
Sick Children, etc. Third edition; Wm. Wood | the patient. The author says his aim has been to 
& Co., 27 Great Jones Street, New York, 1879. | render the treatment recommended as thoroughly 
This is the second volume of the series of Wovd's| modern, practical and trustworthy as possible, and 
Standard Library, and in the quality of the paper | we are of opinion he has perfectly succeeded. 








Clippings. 





TESTING OR TASTING DRUGS.—The January | filling of my orders, hence I decided, in the interests 
number of the Chicago Medical Times contains | of the profession, to making arrangements with a 
an article by Dr. Howe, under the head of “ Test- house in the east, to whom I could have shipped 
ing Drugs.” It receives attention from me, not | large consignments of these drugs, and on whose 
only for its absurdity, but also because it is one of | integrity I could rely. In order that reliable and 
a number of personal attacks on my professional | uniform preparations might be placed on the 
honor and capacity from the same source, and/eastern market, I selected Parke, Davis & Co., 
which have been evidently instigated by certain}a house of undoubted standing, as my eastern 
interested parties who seem to employ Dr. Howe | correspondents. With this end in view, I ordered 
as a mouth-piece. |a quantity of each drug collected, and shipped 

I respectfully request you to grant me space in| from the nearest railroad station to Detroit. 
your valuable journal for a short statement of my| Very soon, through the energetic efforts of this 
relations with this Cincinnati clique, as well as‘a| house, a large demand, far beyond any anticipation , 
criticism on the above-mentioned article. | of mine, was created, and I was pressed to supply 

Two of the new remedies with which my name | greater quantities. This duty I personally under- 
has been connected—yerba santa and grindelia | took (confining my zudvidual agency to the 
Squarrosa—were first brought to professional | examination of samples), not because of any ade- 
notice through the columns of the Eclectic Medtcal| quate remuneration in the mere handling of the 
Fournal of Cincinnati, of which Dr. Howe is an| drugs, but because, having introduced them, I felt 
associate editor. My papers were gladly received | my reputation at stake, and naturally was anxious 
and published in this journal, no question being | to insure the collection of true varieties. This I 
then raised as to my honor or capacity. Shortly | felt to be particularly essential, as I knew that ship- 
after this, berberis aquifolium was introduced|ments of false varieties were being continually 
through an article in NEW PREPARATIONS. |made by San Francisco parties (see my article in 

I was lead to experiment with these drugs both | NEw PREPARATIONS, July, 1877). My agents, giv- 
on account of my love of investigation in medicine | ing their whole attention to the collection of these 
and botany, and because I fully believed that their | drugs, were soon able to ship sufficient quantities 
reputation in domestic practice was based on facts. | east; and I so advised those interested in my pub- 
The drugs were obtained in small quantities from | lished papers—stating that I would not attempt to 
hunters, who were accustomed to range through | supply any one except through Parke, Davis & Co. 
the localities to which the plants were indige-| Notwithstanding these statements, I received sev- 
nous, and were sufficient for my personal pur-|eral orders from eastern manufacturers (among 
poses. Soon after the publication of my papers, I|them a house in Cincinnati—Merrill, Thorp & 
was overwhelmed with demands for samples from | Lloyd), all of which I refused. This refusal was 
all quarters of the union to such an extent as to; construed by all in the sense that I was wholly 
cause a great draft on my time and funds. At} identified with the Detroit house, and in the last 
first, in order to fill these orders, and reduce the| mentioned instance it ripened into a bitter personal 
relative cost of the drugs, I attempted to encourage | persecution, hardly warranted in the premises. 
their collection in larger quantities, and thus be| This is without doubt the true reason and animus 
enabled to supply my friends. | of the recent attacks on me by Drs. Scudder, Howe 

My practice forbade my personal attention to the | and Gibbons. 
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I cared little, however, for this feeling or preju- 
dice, until I found it taking the form of public 
expression in the weak attempts of Dr. Howe at 
ridiculing my writings. Had Dr. Howe's articles 
on this subject the slightest foundation in logic or 
fact, or did they bear the stamp of impartial criti- 


cism, I should, at least, consider that the author | 


was stating his actual belief. But when I read 


statements over his signature so manifestly absurd | 
as the quotations given below, I should stamp | 


him as an ass in the opinion of every physician in 
California who is cognizant with the facts, if 

credit the author with actual candor. I regret 
to state, Mr. Editor, that I am constrained to ac- 
cuse the learned professor of constructing these 
flimsy statements with the intention of weakening 
confidence in me, and of acting in the same in- 
terest which instigated the other attacks referred 
to, as well as which shapes the policy of the 
journal of which he is the associate editor. Of 
course I do not intend to magnify my own im- 
portance in this affair, but to point out the fact that | 
by my sacrifice, injury is done also to the house 
with whom I have placed these drugs—Parke, 
Davis & Co.—which is the ultimate object desired. 

By the way, the efforts of this little Cincinnati 
firm remind me of one of A<sop’s tales relative to 
the flatulent efforts of a certain frog who ambi- 
tiously sought to equal the ox in size. 

Let us see what idiotic statements the learned 
professor has been induced to make for the pur- 
pose of influencing the few who look up to his 
teachings with reverence. Hestates: “ But when 
itis well known that the climate of California is 
not favorable to the development of medicinal 
qualities in plants; that it is best to develop sugars 
and resins.” This astounding assertion hardly 


merits from me more than a mere guofatzon, but | 


will state for the information of the learned pro- 
fessor that the “ climate of California” is very favor- 
able not only to many agricultural productions not 
resinous or saccharine in character, indigenous to 
other soils and climates (grain, vegetables and fruits 
of all kinds), but also medicinal plants of decided 
merit, among which we note: stramonium, poison 
oak, blackberry, asarum, cherry, kalmia, berberis 
aquifolium, grindelia robusta and squarrosa, yerba 
santa, and many other plants of pronounced medi- 
cinal properties. 

Still the fact remains that the Californian flora 
differs materially in its variety from that of other 
sections of the United States, although their medi- 
cinal value is undoubtedly as great; I will mention 
megariza californica, vulgarly called “man in the 
ground,” one of the most powerful emeto-cathar- 
tics known, growing in abundance all over the 
state, and innumerable domestic remedies employed 
by the Spanish residents in the southern part of the 
State. 

We are led to infer also from Dr. Howe’s asser- 
tion that resins are, like sugar, non-medicinal. 
Can the worthy professor have forgotten that man- 
drake, cannabis indica, yerba santa, grindelia ro- 
busta, blue flag, capsicum, etc., depend on resins 
for their medicinal properties ? 

Then, too, the learned professor gravely informs 
us that “the stem and branches of the ‘bush’ 
(yerba reuma) if examined with a magnifying glass, 
exhibit crystals of sea salt (the doctor is sure it is 
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sea salt) that have been condensed upon the 
‘weed’ as it grows in the drény breeze of the Cal-| 
ifornia coast.” We are then deliberately told that | 
“a dead tuft of grass exposed to the ocean vapors 
would gather crystals of chloride of sodium.” | 
Now the learned ‘(?) professor probably does not | 
mean “vapors,” as it is a well-known natural law 
that vapors do not carry solids. Let us charitably 


construe that he means sfray, and contemplate 
the wonderful idea of ocean spray flying over the 
peaks of the coast range of mountains (which 
tower upwards from 3,000 to 8,000 feet above the 
sea) and over a horizontal space of one hundred and 
fifty miles, and then depositing its salty burden on 
a modest little plant some three inches in height, 
carefully avoiding the great live oaks, the man- 
zanita, chaparral and other trees in the vicinity. 
Wonderful! We should be disposed to discredit 
this statement did not the learned (?) professor 


| confidently assert that he found sea salt. 


The doctor further tells us that “he chewed the 
‘yerba reuma’ and found it contained, beside its 
salty flavor, no sapid qualities, whether medicinal or 
not.” Now we are more than ever convinced that 
the doctor is a little “ off,” for yerba reuma (frank- 
enia grandifolia) develops very peculiar and pro- 
nounced astringency when chewed, and has given 
in my hands as well as those of other physicians, 
excellent and unmistakable medicinal effects. The 


| fact probably is that the learned doctor has chewed 


a part of that same specimen of dryzopyrum spica- 
tum which Lloyd so confidently sent to Dr. Gib- 
bons for yerba reuma, and on which that fanatic 
worked off such a venomous attack on New 
California Remedies.— 7. H. Bundy, in the Chicago 
Medical Tinies. 


“ TESTING DRuUGS.”—I see by the journals that 
my friend, Dr. J. H. Bundy, of Oakland, Cal., is 
actively engaged in the commendable avocation of 
“testing drugs’ of a botanical nature, that grow 
on the Pacific Slope. May all honorable endeavors 
of this kind prove remunerative to the tester, and 
valuable to the therapeutist ; and while the enter- 
prising Californian pursues an unquestionable ca- 
reer, I shall be the last to “ tear a shingle from his 
roof.” But when it is well known that the climate 
of the Pacific Coast is not favorable to the devel- 
opment of medicinal qualities in plants, that it is 
best to develop sugars and resins, we naturally 
look with suspicion upon a remedial agent which 
is put upon the market with a flourish of trumpets 
—with extraordinary claims for medicinal virtues. 
We have found, by experiment, that the “yerba 
santa’’ has-some claims to recognition by thera- 
peutists, and the berberis aquifolium likewise ; yet, 
when we come to “yerba reuma,” our credulity is 
insulted. Thestem and branches of the bush, if 
examined with a magnifying glass, exhibit crystals 
of sea-salt that have been condensed upon the 
weed as it grew in the briny breeze of the Cali- 
fornia coast. A dead tuft of grass exposed to the 
ocean’s vapors would gather crystals of chloride of 
sodium; and, as this chemical is good for diseases 
of “the mucous surfaces,” the said tuft of grass 
would prove a “valuable remedy.” If the thera- 
peutist will taste and ‘chew a specimen of the 
‘“‘yerba reuma,” he will get the salty flavor first, 
and then the woody inertness peculiar to dead 
vegetables that contain no sapid qualities, whether 
medicinal or not. I chewed the specimen and sat- 
isfied myself that it contained no virtues outside 
the salt that clustered on its stalk—that it was as 
worthless as the tincture or solution of graphite— 
it produced no impression on my mucous or other 
surfaces. Perhaps I am not impressible, there- 
fore, to give Brother Bundy the benefit of a doubt, 
I recommend others to /es¢ the agent in thera- 
peutic ways. While we are ready to sustain all 
laudable means to advance medicine, we claim it 
as aright that therapeutists guard against decep- 
tion, or that placid enthusiasm which springs from 
a love of fame and gain. 

If what I have said proves not to be just and 
timely, it will do the “tester ’’ no harm, but rather 
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good, for his wareg will be advertised to the ex- 
tent that my reputation for candor is worth.—A. . 
Howe, M. D., in Chicago Medical Times. 


NEW REMEDIES.—On my recovery from a se- 
rious illness of nearly three months I am sur- 
prised to learn of the continuance of attacks made 
upon my professional honor in the matter of the 
alleged concealment of the botanical derivation of 
cascara sagrada, rhamnus purshiana, and yerba 
rheuma, /rankenia grandzfolta. 1 can hardly be- 
lieve that any of the gentlemen of the profession 
with whom I have the honor of acquaintance will 
give this matter very serious weight, well knowing 
that I have placed before the profession all the new 
remedies with which my name has been connected 
without appreciable,remuneration. But for the in- 
formation of those who know me only by reputa- 
tion, I take the liberty of offering the following 
brief history of the case in point: In 1875, my 
attention was called to a drug used as a laxative, 
which the local inhabitants called cascara sagrada. 
This is the bark of a tree known, vulgarly, as 
shittim-wood, and supposed to be identical with 
the wood so called in the Bible—hence the name 
cascara sagrada, “sacred bark.” I had never 
seen the tree myself, and I did not feel called upon 
to travel hundreds of miles in order to obtain its 
botanical name, but introduced it to the profes- 
sion as soon as I ascertained its value as a remedy. 
As soon as my health would permit, I made stren- 
uous efforts to obtain the desired information, with 
success, as indicated by its thorough publication 
throughout the United States. The same holds 
good as regards yerba reuma. This remedy fur- 
nishes a good illustration of the difficulty of ascer- 
taining the botanical name of plants. One writer 
calls it lepigonum medium. Dr. Gibbons, a prom- 
inent botanist of this coast, found it to be bryzo- 
pyrum spicatum. Having succeeded in obtaining 
a fresh specimen in bloom, I find it to be the fran- 
kenia grandifolia. 

About three months ago I sent to Prof. Scud- 
der, for publication in his journal, a rejoinder to 
an article he had published regarding this matter 
of new remedies. It failed to make its appear- 
ance, and on inquiry from Prof. Scudder I was told 
that it hardly had “ form and comeliness enough.” 
I do not ask Prof. Scudder, or any other journalist, 
to father my articles, or to be responsible for the 
diction or phraseology therein used. When I 
wrote the article, I felt convinced that all the at- 
tacks made upon my honor emanated directly or 
indirectly from a drug house in Cincinnati, inti- 
mately connected with Prof. Scudder through copy- 
righted “specific medicine,” labels, etc., and that 
their object was to obtain a lot of cheap adver- 
tising, by bringing their house prominently before 
the profession. 1 stated something to this effect in 
my article; and it probably accounts for its want 
of “form and comeliness.” I would like to have 
the profession judge whether Prof. Scudder was 
actuated by the milk of human kindness in sup- 
pressing it, or whether it was done to accommo- 
date and shield the drug-house mentioned. It can 
easily be done by the publication of the article 
even at this late day. 

When I introduced yerba santa, some years ago, 
I received such a flood of letters and orders from 
all parts of the country that I found it impossible 
to attend to them without neglecting my practice. 
On the introduction of berberis, etc., to avoid this 
inconvenience, I supplied a quantity of the drug to 
a prominent manufacturing house I knew to be 
perfectly reliable in every respect, and to whom I 
referred everybody for information. If other drug 
houses, for want of enterprise, have failed to sup- 





ply themselves with the different drugs, certainly 
the fault is not mine— F. H. Bundy, M. D., Oak- 
land, Cal.,in Chicago Medical Times. 


THF USE OF JABORANDI.— Within the past 
year or two jaborandi has become a very popu- 
lar and useful drug at Bellevue Hospital. In 
uremia and in acute and chronic parenchymatous 
nephritis it has accomplished especially good re- 
sults. 

In uremia it is a very effective substitute for the 
old hot-air bath, acting more quickly and surely. 
As it has been shown to increase markedly the ex- 
cretion of urea, it is probably more efficient than 
the baths in relieving uremic phenomena. A pa- 
tient was brought into the hospital some weeks 
ago, suffering from convulsions and delirium. She 
had no oedema, but her urine was nearly solid 
with albumen, and contained small casts and 
blood. She was given a drachm of the fluid ex- 
tract of jaborandi, hypodermically, and ten minims 
of Magendie’s solution. In fifteen minutes she 
was sweating profusely, and the convulsions had 
ceased. She was restless and wandering. in mind 
for the next twenty-four hours, but had no other 
bad symptoms. A drachm of jaborandi was given 
every other day subsequently, and in a week the 
albumen had nearly disappeared from her urine, 
and she felt quite well. 

Cases of chronic nephritis have been treated 
with the drug very satisfactorily. Some who did 
not improve or get rid of the oedema under digi- 
talis and potassium, have shown immediate im- 
provement under jaborandi. It is given in drachm 
doses every other morning, the patient being kept 
in bed until dinner time, when the sweating is 
over. Itis better not to give it at night, as the 
bed-clothes become saturated with perspiration, 
and sleep is disturbed and uncomfortable. 

Jaborandi weakens the heart. It is dangerous 
when the pulse is poor and the system debilitated. 
If given to a patient in this condition with uremia 
he falls into a cold perspiration and cedema of the 
lungs, coma and death follow. 

Yet it has been used several times in the treat- 
ment of pulmonary cedema in doses of ten to fif- 
teen minims, every one or two hours. The autop- 
sies have shown the usual changes. 

It has been used also in pleuritic effusions, but 
does not seem to “sweat out” the intrathoracic 
liquid very much. Besides, it produces a nausea 
and salivation not at all pleasant. 

The drug loses its effect in some cases, and the 
dose has to be increased. The usual variety in 
its action has been noted. Sometimes it causes 
salivation only ; most frequently salivation and di- 
aphoresis. If the dose is carefully regulated, nau- 
sea and vomiting need not be a frequent compli- 
cation. The urine is, in cases of chronic Bright's 
disease, somewhat diminished in amount, unless 
renal congestion or an acute nephritis is compli- 
cating the case. Jaborandi has proved, so far, of 
most certain service in the chronic stages of 
Bright’s disease, and in uremia brought on during 
its initial attacks. When an acute attack is 
lighted up on a chronically inflamed organ, and 
when the system has already become weakened 
and anemic, the drug may be useful, but it will 
also be dangerous.— The Medical kecord, Nov.9, 
1878. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF PILOCARPINE.— 
At the clinic of Constantine Paul, experiments 
were made with pilocarpine, and the following re- 
sults were reached: (1) Subcutaneous injections 
of one-third of a grain and over have the same 
physiological action as the use of jaborandi, (2) 
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In smaller doses pilocarpine produces only diapho- | can see in this work enough of reward to under- 


resis, and in some cases checks diarrheea. (3) 
a dose of one-third of a grain is given, salivation 
follows, and perspiration appears from the injec- 
tion of only one-thirty-second of a grain.—Mem- 
orabilien, Oct. 27, 1878. 

CARBAZOTATE OF AMMONIUM IN TREAT- 
MENT OF MALARIAL FEVER.—J. S. Schefferstein, 


If | take it. 


| tion. 


of Olmy, Ill., failed to obtain beneficial results in | 
the use of carbazotate of ammonium in malarial | 
fevers, when he employed it in cases that had been | 


suffering for some months or years from malarial 
poisoning. When, however, he preceded its use 
by the exhibition of saline purgatives, diapho- 
retics, and chalybeate tonics for several (twelve to 
fourteen) days, it seldom failed. He advocates the 
use of the remedy in small doses, and in combina- 
tion with other remedies, such as arsenic and iron. 
One-fourth to one grain may be used for a dose, 
and may best be given in pill form repeated thrice 
daily for three to six days. In doses of one-six- 
teenth grain, it may be continued two to three 
weeks. The experience of this writer in seven 
hundred cases shows that, while the carbazotate of 
ammonium is not so useful in breaking up an at- 
tack of malarial fever as quinia, it protects the sys- 
tem longer from a recurrencé, and is, he believes, 
the szae gua non of all remedies for “chronic 
chills.” —J//znozs Medical Recorder, October. 


CASCARA SAGRADA AND OTHER NEW REME- 
DIES.—The following editorials from prominent 
medical journals anent the recent attacks on the 


new remedies introduced by Parke, Davis & Co., | 


indicate the light in which the matter is viewed by 
disinterested members of the profession : 


{From the Detroit Lancet, February, 1879. } 


Statements have been widely circulated to the 
effect that ‘“‘cascara sagrada” was a fictitious 


article, and that the firm engaged in its manufac- | 


ture and introduction knowingly attempted to im- 
pose a fraud upon the profession. For ourselves, 
our personal acquaintance with this firm was 
enough to convince us that it would not perpe- 
trate a deliberate fraud in this or other matters. 
We knew this firm was composed of shrewd busi- 
ness men, having it for their object to make an 
honest reputation, and to obtain a fair return on 
their investment of brains, labor and 
Hence we were satisfied that the originators of the 
damaging statements were mistaken. 

But we were none the less pleased to observe 
that the Paczfic Medical Fournal, January, 1879, 
States that “ cascara sagrada’”’ is the common 
Spanish name of rhamnus purshiana. In short, 
the preparation is derived from a REAL PLANT 
growing on the Pacific Coast, and the name given 
It was that by which it has long been known to the 
natives of that region. As to the value of the 
drug, we cannot speak from experience or experi- 
ment. Many who have used it claim that it is an 
admirable laxative. 

For ourselves, we have long believed that the 
forests and plains of America contained many 
plants,as yet unknown, of undoubted medicinal 
value. 

The trouble and expense attending the finding, 


gathering, testing and preparing such for conven- | 


lent use has been so great as to deter most from 
the undertaking. For this reason we think those 
should, at least, be fairly treated who have volun- 
tarily assumed this trouble and expense. We are 
glad that responsible and reliable business firms 


capital. | 


jare of essential service in its work. 





! 








Of the many drugs thus introduced, many 
will undoubtedly prove unworthy of a place in 
the materia medica. but a few will remain of per- 
manent value. Nor does it matter that those in- 
troducing these remedies shall, on a large scale, 
offer to the profession as new such herbs as had 
previously obtained only a neighborhood reputa- 
To most they are certainly NEW. In con- 
clusion, we have to say that it is in the interest of 
the profession that all possible remedies shall be 
collected and prepared in shape convenient for ad- 
ministration. It is capable of selecting such as 
It is to be 
hoped that the greatest care will be exercised in 
this selection, so that we may the sooner know 
the real truth respecting the yirtuesof each. We 
have written thus in the interests of “fair play” 
and legitimate progress. 


[From the Louisville Medical News, February, 1879.] 


There has been a great deal written in some of 
the medical journals concerning several new rem- 
edies introduced to the notice of the profession 
through the manufacturing house of Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit. The remedies in 
question are yerba santa, grindelia squarrosa, ber- 
beris aquifolium, cascara sagrada, and yerba 
reuma. Of these it has been said that their 
names are fictitious, that is, not strictly botanical, 
and that the professional gentleman (a Dr. Bundy) 
recommending them to the Detroit firm is not of 
the regular guild, but an ‘ Eclectic.” The accu- 
sation was first made by the Paczfic Medical 
Fournal, and was afterwards taken up by several 
eastern contemporaries. A great deal more has 
been made of the matter than there was any oc- 
casion for. Cascara sagrada, it strikes us, smells 
as sweet as its corrected title, rhamnus purshiana, 
besides being much more easy to spell; and it is 
rather a stretching of ethics to make them cover 
the origin of the materia medica. Who ever 
thinks of the ignoble beginning of colchicum, and 
who is it, suffering from hemorrhoids, and wishing 


|to apply pepper sauce thereto, that car's whether 


or not the Mr. Ward who originated the paste is 
in perdition for his charlatanry. Of one of the 
remedies which is attacked, the cascara sagrada, 
we may say thatit has won an excellent reputa- 
tion in this locality. Of the others we are with- 
out reports, though we should be glad to receive 
them. The Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. bear a 
most excellent reputation, not only in the commer- 
cial world, but with the profession, who cannot 
but admire them for the energy with which they 
searched the fields for herbs of medicinal value. 
Personally we are perhaps somewhat tinctured 
with a “ calomel and quinine” conservatism, but 
for all that, we are not going to be kept from 
wishing our Detroit friends the best of luck in 
their efforts to extend the materia medica profit- 
ably to humanity and to themselves. 


[From the Michigan Medical News, January, 1879.] 

The controversy on this new drug, which origi- 
nated in the report by Dr. W. P. Gibbons, referred 
to in our issue of December 25th, has taken quite 
an unexpected turn; but a turn, nevertheless, 
which is not at all surprising. The thorough ex- 
posé which we took occasion to make of the 
true inwardness of the attack on this, with the 
other new remedies assailed, has had the effect of 
causing a little deeper scrutiny into the merits of 
the case, and into the motives of the prime movers 
in the attack. We conjecture that the “ member 
of a wholesale drug house in Cincinnati,” who 
sought to make tools of reputable physicians to 
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gratify a little personal animosity, will find that his 
efforts in that direction in the future will be signal 
failures. 

The Pacific Medical and Surgical Fournal, 
which, we supposed, was endeavoring to condemn 
certain of the new Californian remedies recently 
introduced, by placing them in the same category 
with cundurango and some other quack prepara- 
tions, in its January number, disabuses our mind 
of this impression. It says that the article by Dr. 
W. P. Gibbons “ has been misinterpreted in cer- 
tain quarters as denying medicinal virtue to the 
plants in question. The object was to expose the 
deception of introducing preparations of old reme- 
dies under new names, and claiming originality 
without deserving it. Several of the plants in ques- 
tion are really valuable.” 

The value of the plants being conceded, the 
introducers are relieved of the imputation of foist- 
ing on the profession worthless preparations, and 
the discussion now reverts to the question of origi- 
nality. As far as we have been able to ascertain, 
no such claim has ever been made. On the con- 
trary, the fact has been constantly kept before the 
profession that the plants in question have been 
long in repute with the Spanish residents of Cali- 
fornia. This being the fact, the report by Dr. 
Gibbons, which was brought into such prominence 
by designing rivals (?) of the manufacturers of the 
preparations to which it referred, has been com- 
pletely emasculated. 

The Pacific Medical and Surgical Fournal 
treats us to the etymology and corrects the ortho- 
graphy of some of the names of the new remedies : 
“ Cascara (bark) sagrada (sacred) is the Spanish 
name of rhamnus purshiana, and means simply 
sacred bark, The adjective should end in a, and 
not in 9, as it is commonly spelled. The Spanish 


or Mexican population of the coast had a number 
of medicinal herbs which they employed in de- 


fault of officinal plants. Not knowing the botani- 
cal names, common names were given, indicating 
their supposed good qualities. ‘ Yerba santa’ was 
holy herb, ‘yerba buena’ good herb, and so on. 
We trust that this quotation will further relieve 
the introducers of the new remedies of the impu- 
tation that the names they attached to them were 
their own invention. 

We have devoted considerable space to the con- 
sideration of this subject, but not more we think 
than its importance demands. We have no fur- 
ther interest in the matter than a desire for fair 
play. This is a question which rises superior to 
the interest which any manufacturing chemist may 
have in the matter. We are of the opinion, more- 
over, that the regular profession are too chary of 
new drugs, and thus too often allow others to reap 
the credit which belongs to the introduction of 
really valuable agents. It is not the part of wis- 
dom to look with suspicion upon a remedy simply 
because it is new. It behooves us in medicine, as 
well as in morals to “ prove all things and hold fast 
to that which is good.” 

CASCARA SAGRADA.—As a gentle cathartic, I 
have come to conclude that we have few remedies 
better than the rhamnus purshiana. Since its first 
appearance on the market, I have continuously 
made use of it in my practice, especially in female 
cases, 

Constipation is a factor in nearly every one of 
the individuals of this sex that apply for treatment 
for trouble incident to their uteri, and it is a symp- 
tom that needs immediate attention, should we 
hope to speedily benefit the general and special 
health of our patient. 

My usual combination is with potassic bromide, 





ergot, nux vomica and belladonna, and it makes 
an excellent cathartic (I do not think it is especially 
alterative) adjunct to this utero-sedative and tonic 
mixture. The formula is based somewhat as fol- 
lows—of course lessening or increasing the amount 
of the individual remedies as circumstances may 
require : 

R. Ramni Pursh., fl. ext 

Ergotee fl. ext 

Potassii bromidi 

Belladonne, fi. ext..... xan 
Nucis vomicee, fi. ext... oe 
Aq. camphore, q. s. ad (128 

M.S. Teaspoonful in water after meals. 

Oftentimes I give a dose at bed time if the bowels 
are more than ordinarily indifferent to laxatives. In 
this class of cases there seems to be a sort of semi- 
paralysis of the intestinal nerves, thus inducing 
that wind-bloating of the bowels so frequently 
seen in these uterine cases. The nux vomica, by 
toning up the indifferently acting nerves, increases 
the peristaltic movement of the intestines, thus 
producing amore natural action of the bowels, 
and so, soon renders so large a dose of the cascara 
unnecessary. Sometimes, too, 16 grams of the 
fluid extract in a 128-gram mixture is plenty to se- 
cure natural movements; especially is this the 
case in weakly-conditioned ladies. Still, as a rule, 
in all of my cases of uterine troubles I have found 
some sized dose of the cascara as indicated above 
of great benefit. It is a remedy, too, that I think 
can be taken for a long time with impunity ; least- 
wise my patients, after securing a regular action 
of the bowels, have not been thrown back into 
their former bowel-lethargic condition on the with- 
drawal of the laxative. 

As a simple cathartic, given in doses of a quarter 
teaspoonful (about one gram) of the fluid extract 
before breakfast, in a little cold water, it will be 
found excellent. It has the advantage, too, of being 
pleasant to take, having none of that peculiar 
mawkish taste of rhubarb that sickens so many, 
or of the ordinary salts (epsom).—By C. Henri 
Leonard, M, D., in Michigan Medical News. 


00) 
00) 


00) 


GRINDELIA SQUARROSA.—Since introducing 
this drug (nearly three years ago), I find that it is 
rapidly gaining favor among the profession, espe- 
cially as a remedy in diseases of the /zver and spleen ; 
as a cholagogue and also as a stimulant to the en- 
tire glandular system. Few agents, even in our 
modern materia medica, act with greater certainty 
in glandular obstructions, whether of liver, spleen 
or elsewhere, than this grindelia squarrosa. 

Prof. Goss, of Georgia, writes of it as being an 
admirable remedy in leucocythemia or leucocythemic 
states of the blood. My own observation fully 
corroborates this view, as I have used it extensively 
in that condition, and also as an antiperiodic, 
especially after the use of quinine, to interrupt the 
paroxysms of an intermittent. There is nothing 
so certain to prevent a yeturn of the periodicity, 
and neutralize the malaria in the blood, and nerve 
ganglia as grindelia squarrosa. I give 

R. Specific tinct. grindelia squar., 3 j. 

Glycerine (or syr. simp.), 3 iij. 

M.S. A teaspoonful three or four times a day 
for an adult. 

This agent is largely eliminated by the kidneys 
and bladder, upon which organs it exerts a very 
salutary influence. Toillustrate: I am now treat- 
ing a case of chronic cystitis with ulceration, and 
a case that had previously been in the hands of 
two of our prominent physicians here for several 
months; the patient has been using the remedy 
(grin. squar.) but eighteen days, is out of bed, eats 
well, and is improving nicely. 
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Asa remedy in leucocythemia resulting from 
splenic hypertrophy, we certainly have no equal. 
If we have, I have failed to find it. The only 
trouble with the drug is this—confusion—parties 
do not understand the difference between the 
species. Many think they have the genuine, and 
have the grzndelia robusta and vice versa; but 
time, 1 hope, will regulate this—F. H. Bundy, 
M. D., in Chicago Medical Times. 

“ CASCARA SAGRADA ” AGAIN.—We notice that 
the article published in our October number, from 
the pen of Dr. W. P. Gibbons, referring to certain 
“new remedies,” so called, of California origin, 
has been misinterpreted in some quarters as deny- 
ing medicinal virtue to the plants in question. This 
was not its design, nor did the therapeutic value of 
the remedies enter into consideration. The object 
was to expose the deception of introducing pre- 
parations of old remedies under new names, and 
claiming originality without deserving it. Several 
of the plants in question are really valuable. 

Whilst on the subject, we will correct an error 
in spelling. Cascara (bark) sagrada (sacred) is 
the common Spanish name of the rhamnus pur- 
shiana, and means simply sacred dark. The ad- 
jective should end in a and not in 9, as it is com- 
monly spelled. The old Spanish or Mexican pop- 
ulation of the coast had a number of medicinal 
herbs which they employed in default of officinal 
plants. Not knowing the botanical names, com- 
mon names were given, indicating their supposed 
good qualities. ‘“ Yerba santa” was holy herb; 
“yerba buena,” good herb, and so on.—Pacéfic 
Medical and Surgical Fournal, Fanuary, 1879. 

(ENOTHERA BIENNIS IN MUCOUS INFLAMMA- 
TIONS.—(Enothera biennis, or evening primrose, 


which is indigenous to nearly all parts of the 
United States, possesses valuable properties as a 
mild sedative and alterative in many diseased con- 
ditions of mucous surfaces, especially the gastric, 


intestinal and vesical. It is useful in some forms 
of dyspepsia, particularly those accompanied by 
an irritable state of the stomach and of the bladder, 
as indicated by frequent vomiting and micturition. 
Having prescribed the remedy for eight years, I 
have been able to carefully note its effects, and am 
convinced it will be an important addition to our 
list of medicines. A brief history of a few cases 
will best illustrate its action. 

Case 1. A man, aged 26, of active habits, had 
dyspepsia for five years. His most distressing 
symptom was an almost constant pain in the re- 
gion of the bladder, with frequent micturition. He 
had been treated in various ways without benefit, 
and was more than once sounded for stone. He 
was given half adrachm of fluid extract of ceno- 
thera with a drachm of tincture cinchona com. 
in water, just before meals, with immediate and 
permanent relief. 

Case 2. A gentleman, who had been a dyspeptic 
for many years, had suffered especially from fre- 
quent vomiting of food, distress after eating, and 
restlessness at night, which was agravated by a 
desire to urinate. Half a drachm of the fluid ex- 
tract, just before eating and at bed time, promptly 
checked the vomiting, allayed the irritability of the 
bladder, and gave him refreshing rest at night. 

Case 3. Mr. M., aged 40, while convalescing 
from typhoid fever, was attacked with an obstinate 
qpoeniery with severe tenesmus and frequent dis- 
charges of bloody mucus. For five days the dis- 
ease resisted every known remedy, including ano- 
dyne enemas, calomel and opium, turpentine emul- 
sion, etc. All other treatment was then discon- 
tinued, and twenty-five drops of fluid extract of 





cenothera were given every three hours. The dys- 
enteric discharges entirely ceased after the second 
dose, and the patient had a natural fecal discharge 
within twelve hours. . 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, has recently found 
valuable results from this remedy (Quarterly Aéb- 
stract of Medical Science, February, 1877). He 
says: ‘From my own clinical observation I am 
inclined to regard it as a mild but efficient sedative 
to nervous sensibility, acting more especially on 
the pneumo-gastric nerve.” 

Its chief value, I believe, will be found in typhoid 
fever, to the treatment of which it is peculiarly 
adapted by its soothing action upon the intestinal 
mucous surface. I am convinced that it essentially 
modifies the inflammatory condition which pre- 
cedes ulceration of Peyer’s patches, and that its 
use may frequently prevent ulceration. The usual 
dose in typhoid fevers is from fifteen to thirty drops 
every three hours. There is no danger of an over- 
dose, and I have known a tablespoonful of the 
fluid extract to be given every two hours, by mis- 
take, till two ounces had been taken. In that case 
it seemed to revive the patient, after the manner of 
a stimulant, and I am not sure that it might not be 
advantageously given in large doses in some cases. 
The fluid extract of cenothera is not incompatible 
in mixtures with any other medicine. Its flavor 
resembles that of cold tea, and it is acceptable to 
any condition of the stomach. It appears to be 
well worthy the attention of the profession, and 
the writer would be pleased to learn the results of 
its use in the hands of other practitioners.— fas. 
F. Sullivan, M. D., in Pacific Medical Fournal. 


GURJUN BALSAM IN GONORRH@A.—This pre- 
paration, according to the Bull. Gén. de Thérapeu- 
¢zque, has been employed with success in some of 
the hospitals of Paris. 

The following is used by Dr. Vidal at the St. 
Louis Hospital : 

R. Gurjun balsam, 3j. 

Gum arabic, 3j. 
Infusion of star anise, 3 x. 


Make an emulsion. To be divided into two 
doses, and taken immediately before meals. 

Gurjun balsam is cheaper than copaiba, is said 
to act more rapidly, and has no unpleasant effect 
on the breath.—_Druggzsts Circular and Chemical 
Gazette. 

EUCALYPTUS IN GASTRIC AFFECTIONS.—Dr. 
Bell writes in the Edinburgh Medical Fournal 
that a gentleman of seventy-five had suffered from 
formidable disease of the stomach for eight or ten 
years, and on several occasions had seemed very 
near his end, with every symptom of malignant 
ulceration. Great quantities of blood had been 
vomited from time to time, and at short intervals, 
seldom exceeding a fortnight, the stomach, after 
becoming painfully distended with a sour, barmy 
fluid, was relieved by repeated vomiting, while like 
itself seemed possible only with extreme lightness 
of diet and most rigorous self-denial. A strong, 
active man had become a confirmed invalid, and 
seemed both to himself and others beyond the 
reach of remedies. 

He has taken the tincture of eucalyptus twice 
daily for many months, and during all that time 
has scarcely had even a threatening of those pain- 
ful and exhausting attacks which had latterly oc- 
curred almost every week. 

Another old gentleman, a retired medical man 
of eminence, who for some years has labored 
under symptoms which indicate disease of the 
stomach, and possibly the colon, is so sensible of 
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benefit from the use of the medicine, that he can 
seldom abandon it for even a few days without 
being reminded of its importance, and eagerly 
resuming it. 

Another case in which ulceration, or some other 
organic disease of the stomach, seemed the only 
reasonable diagnosis: The patient, a widow with a 
family dependent upon her, made an unexpected 
recovery from extreme attenuation and weakness 
under similar treatment. 

I have tried it repeatedly in a class of cases 
which are usually regarded as ulcers of the stom- 
ach threatening perforation. They are mainly 
young women, servants, seamstresses, and others 
who partake largely of tea which has been boiled 
or allowed to infuse too long on the hob; but I 
cannot say that their attacks of pain after food 
have been cut short in the same indisputable man- 
ner as in the cases already referred to, because 
such persons usually get well under ordinary treat- 
ment, and by avoiding what may be called the 
poisonous cause of their malady. Still, 1 have met 
with individuals who, by taking the eucalyptus, 
have become, in their own opinion, exempt from 
the recurrence of attacks which past experience 
had led them to anticipate. 

My object in this note will be attained if those 
who have opportunities will give the remedy a 
trial, for it is only by an unprejudiced and cautious 
accumulation of experience that the real value of 
a therapeutic agent can be estimated. Of course 
no one will think of using the medicine as a spe- 
cific in any case where it may seem to be indicated. 
All the details as to diet and general regimen 
which would be deemed necessary without it must 
be carefully attended to. 

In conclusion, I may say that it seemed to me 
of manifest use lately in a case of diphtheria 
commencing in the gullet and ascending to the 
fauces. 


ERIODYCTION glutinosum, yerba santa of the 
Mexicans, and a great medicine among the Indians 
of southern Utah, Arizona and California. A de- 
coction made from this plant, and taken internally 
for rheumatism and partial paralysis, or applied ex- 
ternally, is an excellent remedy. For affections of 
the lungs, the leaves are used by smoking or chew- 
ing dry, or a tea is made from them and drank.— 
American Fournal of Pharmacy. 


EUCALYPTUS IN MALARIAL DISORDERS.—Dr. 
Dow, of London, contributes the following expe- 
rience with this remedy: My patient was a gen- 
tleman who had lived many years in India and 
China, and during his residence abroad had had 
seven attacks of ague. Recently he experienced a 
return of his old symptoms, and took quinine, as 
he had been accustomed to, to check the illness. 
However, on this occasion it failed to produce the 
usual effect, so I recommended him to try the eu- 
calyptus. The effect was at once marked, and 
speedily all his intermittent symptoms left him. 
The remedy is pleasant to take, and the dose I 
have prescribed is ten minims of the tincture.— 
London Lancet. 


GRINDELIA ROBUSTA IN PERTUSSIS.—Observ- 
ing the good effects of grindelia robusta in the 
treatment of asthma, I was led to believe it would 
be serviceable in pertussis—-as they are allied af- 
fections—and resolved to give it a fair trial on the 
first favorable opportunity. Fortunately I had not 
long to wait, for in a short time a number of cases 
came under my care, and I administered the 





remedy in various combinations, with very satis- 
factory results. 

The article does not control the paroxysms as 
completely as some others, but it so modifies them 
and lessens their number that they become in a 
short time more tolerable, and restoration is more 
rapid and permanent under its use than any other 
article which I have used. 

The number of cases to which I administered it 
with uniform results was sufficient, in my opinion, 
to establish its merits, and I shall hereafter consider 
it as one of my best remedies in treating that 
troublesome affection. 

If grindelia robusta has been previously used to 
any extent in the treatment of whooping-cough, I am 
unaware of the fact, as I do not remember having 
seen any reports to that effect, and therefore present 
the subject for the consideration of the profession, 
hoping they will give the article a fair test and re- 
port results.—C. H. Hasmer, M. D., in Arkansas 
Medical Fournal. 


YERBA SANTA.—The mycelium of pertussis 
invests the bronchitic and reflex nerve centers— 
essentially a nervous disease, characterized by 
periodicity. The spasmodic symptoms are serious, 
The yerba santa has a most remarkable effect on 
the disease in subduing irritation and breaking it 
up. The intense whoop generally lasts but a few 
days, and in some instances it subsides altogether 
under the remedy. Alone, without bromide potass, 
or calabar bean, it effects remarkable results, but 
when these remedies are added they effectually 
break up the condition. In chronic bronchitis 
and emphysema, trouble affections which require 
nice management, this remedy operates like a 
charm. 

There is a disease much overlooked, paralysis of 
the bronchial muscles, in which yerba santa plays 
an important part. It relieves the congested or 
thickened epithelium, and the patient can breathe 
freer. In aphonia (tubercular), this remedy relieves 
it at once. It is perhaps the most direct restora- 
tive drug in diseases of the respiratory organs that 
we possess. Let my professional brethren try it 
in asthma, bronchitis, laryngitis ; it will not disap- 
point you. In Philadelphia it can be procured 
from Wm. D. Elliott & Co., 58 North Fourth street, 
agents of Parke, Davis & Co.—Dr. H. P. Fry, in 
Eclectic Medical Fournal. 


PARAGUAY TEA.—The leaves of this tree yield the 
bitter principle theine. But it yields important medi- 
cinal properties ; besides it is a diaphoretic, alleviates 
bronchial and pulmonary irritation ; a diuretic, acts 
very kindly on the liver, removes malarial enlarge- 
ment of the same. It differs altogether from ordi- 
nary tea, as the latter increases metamorphosis and 
waste, and people addicted to it are proverbially 
thin, whereas the use of Paraguay tea renders the 
patient strong, robust, and he acquires flesh. Such 
a valuable plant is not to be overlooked, besides its 
power of rendering the vital forces capable of 
withstanding great hardship. It is very remarka- 
ble that, though this drug causes great increase of 
strength and flesh, that it is chiefly nervous growth 
that it promotes—that it has no tendency to cause an 
elaboration of adipose tissue. The remarkable 
action of this tea on hypertrophied liver is marvel- 
ous; it seems to cause disintegration and contrac- 
tion of the degenerated tissue—when the portal 
blood cannot pass through the viscus to get rid of 
its effete particles or to carry nutriment to it, this 
tea effects the desired result. It has a peculiar action 
on the liver not possessed by any other drug. Itis, as 
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a remedy, more especially in malarial (amyloid) and 
gin drinkers, (fatty) degeneration of the liver or 
cirrhosis, that we have found this drug of the 
greatest possible use. It seems to exercise a resol- 
vent effect, and under its use induration and hyper- 
trophy give way.—Dr. H. U. Bruner, in Eclectic 
Medical Fournal. 


PHILADELPHIA, August 5, 1878. 

Dr. H.C. Woop—Dear Str: Since writing you 
the results I obtained by the use of picrate of 
ammonia for the immediate cure of whooping- 
cough, I have had some ten or twelve additional 
cases. I treated them in the same way, and (with 
the picrate of ammonia) have had the most satis- 
factory results. Indeed, some of the cases were 
cured in the marvelously short time of from 
twenty-four to seventy-two hours. Having had 
the ten or twelve cases additional to those already 
reported May 25, together with some fifteen or 
twenty cases reported to me within the past few 
days, I can most safely affirm that, if properly ad- 
ministered, the picrate of ammonia is a specific for 
the cure of whooping-cough. I have increased the 
dose somewhat. I now give to babies one-sixteenth 
to one-twelfth grain, to children one-twelfth to one- 
eighth grain. every three hours, and I have ob- 
served more positiveness in the results. 

I have also used in one case of diphtheria picrate 
of ammonia by applying as a gargle (gr. viii to Oj) 
and by atomization. 

The solution of picrate produced a yellowish 
staining of the parts in such a way that I am in- 
clined to believe a destruction of the micrococci 
ensued, and a speedy cure of the disease was the 
result. In my next case] will try to demonstrate 
(microscopically) the opinion I am forced to enter- 
tain by the result of the plan of treatment I carried 
out. 

It of course will be advisable to detach thick 
exudations so that the picrate of ammonia solution 
can come in direct contact with the colonies of 
of spherical bacteria.—M/. 7. Dellenbaugh, in Med- 
ical Times. 


NOTES ON JABORANDI AND PILOCARPINE.— 
Since the publication of my notes on “Jaborandi 
and its Active Principle, Pilocarpine,” in No. 38 
(June 2oth, 1878), of Zhe Hospital Gazette, | have 
had the opportunity to observe the action of jabo- 
randi in several very interesting cases, and I pre- 
sent them to-day, together with some additional 
remarks—taken from German periodicals—to the 
profession. 

Case 1.—About the middle of July I was called 
to attend a woman, supposed to be in the 8th or 
gth month of pregnancy, and greatly suffering from 
“swelling of the legs.” Patient was 21 years of 
age, primipara, married ten months. I found the 
lower limbs considerably oedematous, face and 
hands slightly so. The urine contained a large 
amount of albumen, hyaline casts were present in 
small quantity; the diagnosis was made; paren- 
chymatous nephritis, with rather a doubtful prog- 
nosis. I prescribed % drachm of fl. ext. of pilocar- 
pus pinnatus, with an equal quantity of simple 
syrup, to be repeated every three hours. About 24 
hours after I had seen the patient for the first time, 
and shortly after she had taken the third dose of 
the medicine, I was called again and found the 
patient sweating nicely, slightly nauseated, and 
labor commencing. She was delivered about 
six hours later of a living male child of small size, 
apparently eight months old, without any difficulty. 
The use of jaborandi was continued, together with 
laxatives and counter-irritation over the region of 





the kidneys, the cedema gradually disappeared, and 
the urine became of normal character about three 
weeks after confinement. The question arose in 
my mind—Did the use of jaborandi cause the pre- 
mature delivery? Since that time I have had an 
opportunity to see a statement made by Dr. F. 
Massman (Centralblatt f. Gynekol., 1878, No. 9), 
saying, that in cases of pregnant women suffering 
from cedema he had seen several times premature de- 
livery following the hypodermic injection of % gr. 
of pilocarpine. Dr. F. Schauta, of Vienna ( Wzener 
Med. Wochenschrift, No. 19), states, that he has 
employed pilocarpine just for the purpose of pro- 
ducing premature delivery, and that a few hours 
after the’ injection of the second dose of % gr. 
pilocarpine labor commenced, and 16 hours later 
a living child was born. 

Taking these testimonies as they are presented 
by different observers, it seems very advisable to 
use great caution in employing the preparations 
of jaborandi during the later months of preg- 
nancy. 

Case 2.—P. McC.; Irish; zt. 42. I saw the pa- 
tient for the first time June 24th, and found him 
suffering from pleurisy, the left side of his chest 
being full of fluid, the area of flatness extending up 
toapex ofthe lung. The general condition seemed 
to be good, there were no signs of empyema, but 
the large quantity of fluid contained in one side of 
his chest, greatly interfered with his breathing— 
dyspnoea was well marked. Paracentesis thoracis 
or jaborandi? This was the question which pre- 
sented itself to my mind. I decided in favor of 
the latter, with the view to resort to the former if 
necessary. The fluid extract was employed in % 
drachm doses every two hours, with 3 ss doses of 
spts. frumenti, given shortly after the administra- 
tion of the medicine. The diaphoretic action of 
the preparation used was as good as I have ever 
seen it, all the clothes about the patient were 
literally drenched. The patient took during a 
treatment extending over two weeks, 1'4 ounces of 
the fluid extract. The quantity of fluid within the 
chest gradually diminished with the beginning of 
the treatment, and the dyspnoea was greatly re- 
lieved after the second day. The third half ounce 
of the fluid extract—although of the same kind— 
failed to produce such marked diaphoresis as fol- 
lowed the administration of the first and second 
half ounces. The treatment of this case was 
managed in the following way: 

June 26th.— 3 ss. fl. ext. jaborandi, followed by 
% ss. spts. frumenti given at 8 A, M., Io A, M.,12M., 
2P.M., 4and 6 P. M. 

June 27th.—8 A. M., 10 A. M. 

June 27th to July 1st.—Hydrochlorate of quinia 
in tonic doses. 

July 2d and July 3d.—Jaborandi and whisky 
(given the same way) as before, and again followed 
by tonic doses of quinia. 

July 7th and July 8th.—-Jaborandi and whisky, 
given for the last time. 

July 12th.—Patient went to work again, with 
some fluid remaining in his chest. 

August 1st.—Discharged cured. 

Case 3.—Mrs. S.; Ireland; zt. 60. 

Saw her for the first time August 5th, found her 
suffering from general anasarca due to, fatty degen- 
eration of the heart. She stated that she had been 
sick for over ten years. Patient was very stout; 
dyspnoea marked ; examination of urine negative ; 
prognosis made, unfavorable. To relieve the dropsy 
temporarily, I concluded to try jaborandi. August 
1oth she took four teaspoonfuls of the following 
mixture : 


R. Ext. jaborandi fi., 
Syr. simplicis, aa. 3 ss. 
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M. Sig. 3j every two hours; and August 11th, 
she took two doses more, 

In this case the remedy for the first time utterly 
failed to produce its physiological action. 

The saliva was secreted in somewhat larger 
quantity than normally, but diaphoresis was absent ; 
vomiting occurred three or four times, and notwith- 
standing the liberal use of alcoholic stimulants, the 
patient was in an extremely weak condition for 
some time after the administration of the jaborandi. 
Patient died ten days afterwards. 

Prof. R. Demme, of Bern (Switzerland), and Dr. 
Zielewicz, of Posen (Prussia), have published very 
interesting and valuable observations on the use of 
muriate of pilocarpine—commonly known as pilo- 
carpine—in diseases of children. (Centralblatt f. 
Kinderheilkunde, No. 1 and No. 14). 

Demme reports 33 cases treated by the hypoder- 
mic use of pilocarpine (Merck’s), 23 of which were 
cases of desquamative (parenchymatous) nephritis ; 
18 of them following scarlatina, one of them oc- 
curring in a child (female) nine months old; and 
3 following diphtheria. He used the following 
doses : 

One-twelfth gr. under two years of age. 

One-sixth to one-fourth gr. between two and six 
years. 

One-fourth to one-third gr. to older children. 

In the majority of cases he gave but one injec- 
tion during 24 hours, but in severe cases two, three, 
and in one instance even four injections during 
that time. In 31 cases out of the 33 reported, 
Demme did not observe any unpleasant symptoms 
after the use of the pilocarpine. In those two 
cases where unpleasant symptoms (vomiting, faint- 
ing, singultus) occurred, there was a remarkable 
absence of the diaphoretic and of the sialogogue 
action of the remedy. A small quantity of 
brandy (M. xx to 3j.) administered shortly before 
the use of the pilocarpine almost prevented the un- 
pleasant symptoms mentioned, in one of the two 
cases. About the therapeutic value of pilocarpine, 
Prof. Demme expresses himself in the following 
way: The remedy had undoubtedly a most favor- 
able influence on those children suffering from scar- 
latina-nephritis with dropsy. 

In regard to certainty and quickness of action, it 
is superior to all the different methods which are 
now employed to produce diaphoresis. In two 
cases of anuria with severe uremic symptoms, im- 
provement commenced after the injection of the 
first dose of one-sixth gr.; the injections were re- 
peated several times daily, and these injections 
proved to be life-saving. 

Only two out of 18 cases of scarlatina-nephritis 
died, all the others and those three cases which oc- 
curred after diphtheria recovered. Finally, Demme 
arrives at the following conclusions: 

1. Pilocarpine proves to be a very valuable dia- 
phoretic and sialogogue in the treatment of dis- 
eases of children. 

2. In proper doses it is well borne even in the 
earliest ages of infancy. Among the youngest 
children its sialogogue effect, among older ones its 
diaphoretic effect, is predominant. i 

3. Unpleasant complications—following its ad 
ministration—were but exceptionally observed even 
among infants. The administration of small doses 
of brandy before the injection does probably pre- 
vent the occurrence of them to a large extent. 

4. The most important field for the use of pilo- 
carpine in the practice among sick children, is in 
cases of desquamative (parenchymatous) nephritis, 
with dropsy following scarlatina, diphtheria, etc. 
Diuresis is produced in a majority of cases. The 
amount of albumen and of blood discharged with 
the urine is not increased, probably diminished. 





5. An influence of pilocarpine on the heart’s 
action has not been observed. 

Dr. Zielewicz (hospital for sick children in Posen) 
publishes his observations based on 23 cases with 
89 injections, occurring in children between the 
ages of two and thirteen years. In 19 instances 
the little patients suffered from dropsy due to dis- 
turbances of ‘circulation through the kidneys, fol- 
lowing scarlatina, diphtheria and malarial cachexia, 
Dr. Zielewicz is not quite as enthusiastic as others 
about the therapeutic value of pilocarpine. He claims 
that one-sixth gr. is too large a dose for children 
under six years of age, and employs only one- 
twelfth to one-eighth gr. in such cases. Z. ob- 
served in several cases marked diuresis and diar- 
rhoea, vomiting, and in one instance collapse follow- 
ing the hypodermic injection of pilocarpine. Ashe 
makes the statement that in the one case in which 
one-sixth gr. produced collapse (ending, however, 
in recovery) the child vomited severely seven times 
during one hour, the question seems to be very per- 
tinent, whether the collapse should be regarded 
as being primarily due to the action of the 
remedy. 

An important physiological effect of pilocarpine 
—according to Zielewicz—is its power to reduce 
animal heat. He has observed a decrease of tem- 
perature amounting to as much as 2, 24, and even 
3 degrees, averaging, however, I to 1% degrees. 
In very few instances there was a slight increase of 
the temperature. Again, it seems doubtful to me 
whether the diminution of the temperature can be 
attributed primarily to the action of pilocarpine, or 
whether itis not due, and only temporarily caused 
by, the evaporation of the perspiration. Zielewicz 
arrives at the following conclusions : 

1. Pilocarpine is a reliable diaphoretic in the dis- 
eases of children. 

2. The unpleasant symptoms which occasionally 
follow the administration of this remedy interfere 
with its more general use. 

3. To eliminate or diminish these complications, 
the following rules should be observed : 

a. The dose of pilocarpine should be as small as 
possible. 

6. A small amount of morphia should be admin- 
istered with the pilocarpine—best in the proportion 
of 10 pts. hydrochlorate of pilocarpine to 1 pt. hy- 
drochlorate of morphia. 

c. To prevent collapse, a few drops of camphor- 
ated oil should be added to the solution. —Pau/ H. 
Kretzschmar, M.D., of Brooklyn. 


GRINDELIA ROBUSTA IN WHOOPING-COUGH.— 
At a recent meeting of the Suffolk District Medi- 
cal Society, Dr. Pattee called attention to the bene- 
ficial effects of the drug in certain pulmonary 
affections, and remarked that most of the fluid ex- 
tracts sold in this market was satd to be worthless. 
Dr. Pattee had used the tincture in bronchitis, 
asthma and whooping-cough, in doses of half a 
drachm or more, repeated every one or two hours. 
The effect was said to have been curative in thirty 
cases of whooping-cough, after three or four days, 
without the occurrence of relapses. The dose for 
a child two years old would be about ten drops.— 
The Pharmacist. 


OZOKERINE.—This is a smooth yellowish sub- 
stance prepared from earth-wax, and resembling 
some of the paraffines in appearance. It appears 
bland and non-irritating, and likely to prove use- 
ful as a dressing for wounds and excoriations.— 
Cincinnaté Lancet and Clinic. 
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PEPSIN, ETC.—Some of the animal proximate 
principles, much vaunted for a time, are little used, 
and in fact regarded as medicinally inert by very 
competent authority. Among these I may only 
mention pepsin. 
they say is of wxdoubted virtue. So far as I have 
tried it, I regard z¢ inert also. 


composition, they say, actually representing the 


very nearest animalized principles of our bodies— | 


compounds of frofagon—why not protoplasm ? 
and thrvs set aside all the vital chemistry of the 
animal body, enabling us to do without any diges- 
tion as such, any nutrition as such, and-handing 
us, made to order, and enveloped in beautiful and 
savory shape, the very tissues of our body.—£x- 
tract from Dr. Welch's paper, in Richmond and 
Louisville Medical Fournal. 

Fucus VESICULOSUS.—The fucus vesiculosus 
is one of the new agents recently brought to notice 
asa remedy for obesity. It is a sea plant, and 
grows near the shore, attaching itself by its ex- 
panded woody fiber. It is said that M. Dupare, 


having given a trial to this remedy for an obstinate | 


psoriasis, for the cure of which it had been recom- 


But, then, since we have found | 
this out, our friends furnish us lactopeptine, which | 


But these gentlemen | 
are presenting us substances of definite chemical | 


| mended, observed that it possessed the property 
of diminishing the fat of the system, and with no 
injurious effect otherwise. Others have reported 
| like results with this drug. The profession should 
give it atrial. Dose of fluid extract, half to one 
fluid drachm, as prepared by Parke, Davis & Co,.— 
Southern Medical Record. 

| THE BAEL AS AN ASTRINGENT.—This Indian 
| drug is rising in popularity in England. The tree 
of which the bael is the fruit grows to a large size, 
| and is sacred to Siva. The fruit, the size of an 
orange, contains an aromatic essential oil, with 
pungent and astringent substances. It is employed 
| especially as a carminative, as an astringent, and 
|an aperient in constipation, being given especially 
in dysentery, diarrhoea, and indigestion ; in the lat- 
ter to regulate the bowels. In the latter stage of 
the dysentery, when diarrhoea, simple or dysenteric, 
continues, with exhaustion, Sir Joseph Fayrer es- 
pecially recommends it. It has occasionally been 
given in this country, and a formula exists in the 
British Pharmacopeeia for the preparation of a 
liquid extract, but the value of this preparation is 
regarded as somewhat doubtful. In India it is 
frequently given in the form of sherbet or marma- 
lade.—Med. Surg. Rep. 
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Subscriptions. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. 

The /udex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. 

For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEW PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws (semi- 
monthly) for o”e year to any address. 

BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back 
numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—each vol.—paper 
40 cents; board 75 cents. 

We should be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number continue with us, and 


hope they will send their remittances of one dollar | 
each in to us as speedily as possible, so that | 


our mail list can be got in readiness for the next 
issue. 

Write your name and address Jlazuly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). A letter just reached us from New 
Zealand, in which neither the name nor address 
could be deciphered! We cannot answer such 
letters. 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not 
already seen it. It gives sfeczal rates for all the 
leading medical journals in the United States, in 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, wzthout extra charges, if both publications 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
and Henry C. Lea, we must hereafter charge their 
list prices, with $1.00 additional for NEW PRE- 
PARATIONS, as they no longer make the usual trade 
discounts to any publishers. To save you the an- 
noyance of making two remittances we will, how- 
ever, be responsible for your payment reaching 
them if sent to us with your remittance for NEW 
PREPARATIONS, 


| A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 


lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 
|a match, and lights zt at the same moment. 


| Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
|actual subscribers who send the names of Wew 


| Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 

| pays for himself at the same time, he can send $1.00 
for another subscription, and claim the premium. 

| Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 

the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 

| subscriptions. 


Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 
easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 

We furnish sample copies gratzs. Write at 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 
| Agents now working for us are very successful 
| thus far. 
| If you have an unusually interesting case to offer, 
| write its history in detail for the Original Depart- 
| ment, to the extent of, say, two pages of foolscap. 

If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent ofa 
page of note paper or finely written postal card. 


Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered; some have no signature, 
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others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. 
enable us to answer you. 

ANY inquiries you may wish to make concerning 


the action of any new drug, please to send to us; if | 
we cannot readily answer it ourselves, we will give | 
it publication. Some one out of our many thousand | 
readers will undoubtedly be able to give you the | 


information you wish. 


Your letter of complaint will| upon the remedies introduce 


WE shall continue the reports of practitioners 

t to your notice next 
year, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other new-comers as may be of interest to the pro- 
fession; hence we cordially invite physicians to 
send us, for publication, their written experience 
with any of the mew remedzes alluded to in our 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 











Miscellaneous Business Notices. 








Distilled Extract Witch Hazel. 
For sale in bulk per gallon, or in pound bottles. 
PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


Gurjun Balsam. 


The new substitute for copaiba, in gonorrhcea, 
for sale in quantities as desired, by 
PARKE, DAvis & Co., Detroit. 


For Sale. 

Drug store doing a paying business. Stock 
small and clean; fixtures nearly new. For~ par- 
ticulars address 

“ PHARMACIST,” P. O. box 641, Detroit, Mich. 
A Fine Chance for Investment. 

A drug store in one of the best business loca- 
tions in the city of Detroit is now offered for sale. 
The proprietor is compelled by urgent personal 
reasons to close up his business within a brief 
period, and will offer stock, fixtures and good will 
at very reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be 
given. 

Any one with available funds will find a bargain 
in a cash purchase. 

The store is well stocked with every requisite for 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. 

Address “ DRUGGIST,” box 641, Detroit, Mich. 


Michigan Medical News. 

Published semi-monthly. Terms only one dollar 
per year. Edited by Dr. J. J. Mulheron, assisted 
by an able staff. Send three-cent postage stamp 
for specimen copy. 


Cascara Sagrada (Rhamnus Purshiana). 


The fluid extract of this drug has been proved to 
be one of the most useful /77uzd cathartics known 
to the profession. As a laxative and remedy in 
habitual constipation it has no equal. 

PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


Lactated Pepsine (not patented). 


A new compound digestive agent, composed of 
pepsine, maltose, diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, 
and hydrochloric acid. Recommended in dyspepsia 
and all phases of mal-nutrition, and in sickness of 
pregnancy. Specify “P., D. & Co’s.” 

PARKE, Davis & Co, 





Empty Capsules. 


Read carefully the article on this subject on ad- 
vertising page I. Physicians are requested to ex- 
amine Parke, Davis & Co.’s capsules in comparison 
with others in the market. 

Pepsine and Pancreatine. 

These articles from the laboratory of Parke, 
Davis & Co. will recommend themselves for uni- 
formity and general therapeutical efficacy. 


Boldo. 


The new Chilian tonic recommended in dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea and rheumatism. See advertising 
page V. PaRKE, Davis & Co. 
Quinine Flower. 

An antiperiodic of undoubted merit, producing 
all the effects of quinine, even to the ¢2nnztus 
aurum, See advertising page V. 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 
Elixirs Wines and Syrups. 

Parke, Davis & Co. have made many improve- 
ments in these elegant pharmaceuticals. Their list 
comprises all standard formule, as well as the most 
recent combinations of new remedies. Physicians 
will insure satisfaction, and encourage quality in 
manufacture by specifying “P., D. & Co.’s” on 
their prescriptions. 

Pink Granules. 

These granules are intended to supply the need 
of physicians in such cases as require minute doses, 
or frequent repetition, for adults, or in complaints 
of children. For the sake of beauty of appearance, 
and to distinguish them from the regular line of 
pills, a coating of pink sugar is applied. Specify 
“P., D. & Co.'s Pink Granules ” on your orders. 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 
Just Received. 
A large supply of genuzne fresh 

Cascara Sagrada, Gurjun Balsam, 

Penthorum Sedoides, Folia Carobe, 

Gentiana Quinqueflora, Bael Fruit, 

Berberis Aquifolium, Boldo Leaves, 

Yerba Reuma, Jaborandi, 

Grindelia Robusta. 
PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 
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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


We, the undersigned, for the purpose of becom- | 
ing incorporated, do hereby Associate ourselves to- | 
gether, and hereby make and sign these Articles | 
of Association, under and in pursuance of an act | 
entitled, “An act to authorize the formation of cor- | 
porations for literary and scientific purposes,” ap- | 
proved, March 21st, 1865, and being Chapter 112 | 
of the Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan. 

The names of the parties hereby associating, and 


. . | 
their places of residence, are as follows: 


Henry F. Lyster, 353 Jefferson avenue, Detroit. 

William H. Rouse, 441 Sixth street, Detroit. 

J. B. Book, 317 Jefferson avenue, Detroit. 

J. J. Mulheron, 19 Croghan street, Detroit. 

C. Henri Leonard, 95 Pitcher street, Detroit. 

Wm. C, Gustin, 21 Henry street, Detroit. 

Wm. Brodie, 64 Lafayette avenue, Detroit. 

Geo. R. Richards, 144 Congress street east, De- 
troit. 

A. Borrowman, 133 Jefferson avenue, Detroit. 

Augustus Kaiser, 446 Gratiot avenue, Detroit. 


The name of the corporation hereby intended to 
be incorporated is, “The Wayne County Medical 
Society.” The office, for the transaction of its 
business shall be located in Detroit, county of 
Wayne, and the period for which it shall be in- 
corporated shall be thirty years. 

The objects of this association shall be the cul- 
tivation and advancement of the medical sciences ; 
the founding of a library; and the association of 
the profession, in the county, for the purpose of 
recognition and fellowship. 

The affairs of this association shall be managed | 
by a Board of Directors, consisting of the President | 
and Secretary, ex officto, and five other members 
chosen severally, by the association, for such period 
and in such manner, as the constitution and by-- 
laws of the society may provide. 

Until their successors shall be elected as pro- 
vided by the constitution and by-laws, to be here- 








after adopted, Wm. Brodie shall be President 
W. H. Rouse, Secretary, and they, together with 
H. F. Lyster, J. J. Mulheron, J. B. Book, Wm. C. 
Gustin and A. Borrowman, shall constitute the 
first Board of Directors. Geo. R. Richards shall 
be Treasurer. 

In witness hereof, the persons so associating 
have hereunto set their hands, and also unto a du- 
plicate hereof, this fourteenth day of August, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
six. 

HENRY F. LYSTER. 
W. H. ROUSE. 

J. B. Book. 

J. J. MULHERON. 

C. HENRI LEONARD. 
Wo. C. GUSTIN. 
Wo. BRODIE. 

GEO. R. RICHARDS. 
A. BORROWMAN. 
AUGUSTUS KAISER. 


[Signed } 


AFFIDAVIT OF NOTARY PUBLIC, 
STATE OF MICHIGAN, | ,. 
County oF WayNE. |" 

On the fourteenth day of August, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
six, before me, the subscriber, a notary public in and 
for the said county, personally appeared Henry F. 
Lyster, W. H. Rouse, J. B. Book, William C. Gus- 
tin, C. Henri Leonard, J. J. Mulheron, William 
Brodie, Geo. R. Richards, Andrew Borrowman 
and Augustus Kaiser, to me known to be the per- 
sons described and who executed the within instru- 
ment, and who severally acknowledge the same to 
be of their free act and deed. 

[Signed] G. F. BEARSLEY, 

Notary Public, Wayne Co., Michigan. 


These articles of association with the affidavit 
of the notary public attached, are on file in the 
office of the county clerk of Wayne county, and 
also in the office of the secretary of state for Mich- 
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igan. The following is a copy of the certificate of 
the secretary of state: 
STATE DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, } 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE. f sabi 

I, William Crosby, deputy secretary of state for 
the State of Michigan, do hereby certify that on 
the twenty-first day of August, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy six, articles of 
association of the Wayne County Medical Society 
were duly filed in this office agreeable to the pro- 
visions of law. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the great seal of the State of 
Michigan, at Lansing, this 21st day of August, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-six. 

[Signed. | Wo. Crospsy, 
[L. S.] Deputy Secretary of State. 





CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


OF THE 


WAYNE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE I. 

The officers of this society shall be a President, 
one Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and 
a Board of Directors, consisting of the President 
and Secretary ex-offictzo, and five other members, 
all of whom shall hold their respective offices for 
one year, and until their successors shall be duly 
elected. 

ARTICLE II. 

The annual meeting for the election of officers 
shall be held on the first Thursday of October in 
each successive year, and failing a quorum, may 
adjourn to another day for said purpose ; due no- 
tice being given to each member of the society. 

ARTICLE III. 

The election of officers shall be by ballot, and a 

majority vote shall determine the election. 
ARTICLE IV. 

No member who is in arrears for annual dues, as 
are hereafter provided, shall be allowed to vote 
until such arrears shall have been fully liquidated. 
The certificate of the Secretary, or the books of 
the Treasurer shall be deemed sufficient evidence 
of its payment. 

ARTICLE V. x 

SECTION I. Regular meetings of the board shall 
be held monthly at the rooms of the society, on the 
last Monday of each month, at the hour of eight 
o'clock, P. M. 

SEC, 2. Special meetings of the board may be 
called by the President, or by a quorum of the 
board in the absence of the President and Vice- 
President, if, in their opinion, such meetings are 
necessary for the interests of the society. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of 
the board, and in his absence, the Vice-President, 
and in the absence of both, a chairman can be 
elected for the occasion. The President shall be 
ex officio member of all standing committees, 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Secretary shall keep a full and correct report 
of the official doings of the board in a book pro- 
vided for the purpose, and perform all other duties 
connected with his office when so directed. He 
shall receive all moneys due the society, and pay 
the same to the Treasurer, taking his receipt there- 
for. The books of the Secretary and Treasurer 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of the 


ARTICLE VIII. 

The Treasurer shall receive all moneys payable 
to the board, keep a cerrect account of the same, 
and pay them out by order of the board, when 
countersigned by the President. 

ARTICLE IX. 

SECTION I. The standing committees of the 
board shall consist of three members each, and be 
appointed by the President. These committees 
shall be: 

1, Committee on Finance. 

2. Committee on Real Estate. 

3. Committee on Membership, and 

4. Committee on Ethics. 

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of the Committee on 
Finance to devise and report to the board ways 
and means of obtaining necessary and permanent 
pecuniary aid. 

SEC. 3. The Committee on Real Estate shall 
provide suitable rooms for the meetings of the 
board and the society, take and have charge of all 
books purchased or donated for library purposes, 
and also any and all other property, real or per- 
sonal, which may come into the possession of the 
board or society. 

SEC. 4. The Committee on Membership shall 
receive all applications for membership through 
the Secretary, to whom they shall be made, and 
report in writing to the board their recommenda- 
tion for approval. 

SEC. 5. The Committee on Ethics shall take 
cognizance of all questions arising among the 
members of the society pertaining to the code of 
ethics, when presented to them in writing by the 
Secretary, and report their opinions to the board, 
which, when indorsed by the same, shall be final. 

ARTICLE X. 

The annual dues of the members shall be two 
dollars, payable on or before the day of the annual 
election of officers; and any member neglecting 
to pay the same may be dropped from the roll of 
membership by the Board of Directors, and shall 
forfeit any interest he may have in the property of 
the society. 

ARTICLE XI. 

SECTION I. The society shall meet on the first 
and third Thursdays during the months of Octo- 
ber, November, December, January, February and 
March, at 7.30 o’clock, P. M., and on the first Thurs- 
day during the remainder of the year, at 8 o'clock 
P. M. 

SEC. 2. The meetings of the society shall be con- 
fined to the reading of medical papers, and the 
discussion of medical questions, but no paper or 
proceedings of the society shall be published in 
other than medical journals, unless so ordered by 
a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors, to 
whom it shall be referred. 

SEC. 3. The society may elect atemporary Chair- 
man and Secretary in the absence of the President, 
Vice-President and Secretary, for each meeting. 
The Secretary of the board shall be its Secretary, 
who shall keep in a book provided for the purpose 
a record of its proceedings, which shall be open to 
the inspection of all the members. 


ARTICLE XII. 

The Code of Ethics of the American Medical 
Association is hereby adopted for the ethical govern- 
ment of this society. 

ARTICLE XIII. 


These By-Laws cannot be altered or amended 
except by notice given the board one regular meet- 
ing in advance, and then only bya majority vote of 





board. 





the entire board. 


os 
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THE PERMANENT OFFICERS OF THE 
SOCIETY HAVE BEEN: 
1876-’7. 

Prestdent—Wnm. Brodie, Detroit. 

Vice-President—E. P. Christian, Wyandotte. 

Secretary—W. H. Rouse, Detroit. 

Treasurer—Geo. R. Richards, Detroit. 

Board of Directors—Wm. Brodie, Detroit, ex 
officio; W. H. Rouse, Detroit, ex oficto; Peter 
Klein, Detroit; E. S. Snow, Dearborn; H. F. 
Lyster, Detroit; J. J. Mulheron, Detroit; J. M. 
Swift, Northville. 

1877-8, 

President—W nm. Brodie, Detroit. 

Vice-Prestdent—Peter Klein, Detroit. 

Secretary—W. H. Rouse, Detroit. 

Treasurer—Geo. R. Richards, Detroit. 

Board of Directors—Wm. Brodie, Detroit, ex 
officio; W. H. Rouse, Detroit, ex officio; H. F. 
Lyster, Detroit; J. B. Book, Detroit; Wm.C. Gus- 
tin, Detroit; J. J. Mulheron, Detroit; E. S. Snow, 
Dearborn. 

1878-'9. 

President—Wm. Brodie, Detroit. 

Vice-Prestdent—Peter Klein, Detroit. 

Secretary—W.H. Rouse, Detroit. 

Treasurer—Geo. R. Richards, Detroit. 

Board of Directors—Wm. Brodie, Detroit, ex 
officto,;; W. H. Rouse, Detroit, ex officio; H. F. 
Lyster, Detroit; E. S. Snow, Dearborn; J. B. 
Book, Detroit; Wm. C. Gustin, Detroit; C. Henri 
Leonard, Detroit. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

1. Finance—Drs. Book, Lyster, and Brodie, ex 
officzo. 

2. Real Estate—Drs. Snow, Gustin, and Brodie 
ex officto. 

3. Membershif—Drs. Gustin, Rouse, and Bro- 
die, ex officzo. 

g. Ethics—Drs. Lyster, Leonard, and Brodie, ex 
officio. 

PROCEEDINGS. 


[A brief synopsis of the proceedings of the so- 
ciety from the date of its organization will precede 
the more complete record, which will be given 
from the beginning of the present year.] 

DETROIT, August 24, 1876. 

At the regular meeting of the Wayne County 
Medical Society Dr. A. Kaiser exhibited an infant 
whose bladder was exposed to view by congenital 
deficiency of the abdominal walls. Water es- 
caped by two apertures when pressure was ap- 
plied; under other circumstances the urine escaped 
stillicedium. The child seemed to be otherwise 
healthy. It was thought benefit might be derived 
from an operation, which should be deferred till 
the patient was older. 

W. H. Rouse. M.D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


October rgth, 1876. 

Wn, Brodie, President, in the chair. 

Dr.Brodie presented a human ovum, impreg- 
nated about four weeks. The woman from whom 
the specimen was obtained had passed one monthly 
period, and had considerable hemorrhage for sev- 
eral days'before the product of conception came 
away. It was quite small, possibly the smallest on 
record, 

_Dr. Mulheron reported a case of puerperal ma- 
nla, apparently induced by mental or emotional ex- 





citement. The husband had been from home, and 
the children—twins—were supposed to be at eight 
months instead of nine,as they should have been, 
the question involving the constancy of the wife. 
On the fourth day after delivery, a woman, in the 
hearing of the patient, remarked, “If the chil- 
dren were at the eighth month, they would die; if 
at full term, they would live.” The patient imme- 
diately commenced crying. This continued three 
days, when she was taken to the Retreat, where 
she died soon after. Bromide of potassium quieted 
a little. 
W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


November 2, 1876. 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, the President, in the chair. 

Dr. Leonard presented an instrument for the 
opinion of the members. It combined an aspira- 
tor, dilator and other useful things in one instru- 
ment. It was favorably received. > 

He also stated that ustilago maidis—smut corn— 
was being introduced as asubstitute for ergot. It 
was supposed to be quite as efficient, and is much 
more abundant. It was used by some German 
physicians, about twelve years ago, but has fallen 
into disuse. The dose is about the same as of 
ergot. 

Dr. Brodie had not used ergot as a parturient 
for ten years. Morphine, to give rest, was useful. 
A few good drinks of cold water usually induced 
prompt and efficient uterine contractions. 

Dr. Fairbairn had used nux vomica with favor- 
able results for inducing more efficient labor pains, 

Dr. Lyster. The midwives of the city are using 
ergot freely in their practice, and might be induced 
to try ustilago maidis and report results. 

Dr Rouse. The “still born,” in our mortuary 
reports are above the average. The free use of 
ergot by midwives might suggest the cause. 

W.H. RousE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


November 16th, 1876, 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, President, in the chair. 

Dr. Gustin read a paper on icterus, in which he 
described the disease and the appearance of the 
tissues of the body as modified by this ailment. 
The treatment varies with the cause, and recovery 
may be expected, unless there is organic disease. 

Dr. Lichty reported a case of jaundice, in which 
a woman, aged 40, and mother of twelve children, 
rapidly recovered under the use of lager beer, 
though she suffered many years. 

Dr. Snow. The itching in many cases of jaun- 
dice may be readily relieved by rubbing the parts 
with dry calomel. Other dry powders have been 
tried, but with not so good results. No bad effects 
were ob3erved from the mercurial. 

Dr. Lyster. In the army the physicians from 
the Eastern States looked upon jaundice as a very 
serious disease, from their previous association of 
it with organic diseases; while those from the 
West regarded it a trifling ailment, and treated 
their patients successfully with mercurials and 
saline cathartics. 

Dr. Klien had seen cases of jaundice do well 
on bottled lager. Spanish saffron is an excellent 
remedy. Solution of soda bicarbonate is very 
useful to relieve the itching. 

Dr. Leonard exhibited a bivalve speculum, which 
has recently been made for him. It is fashioned 
after Taylor's, the blades half an inch longer, It 
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has a deeper slot and a fenestrum in the posterior 
blade. 
W. H. Rouse, M. D, 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


December 7th, 1876. 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, the President, in the chair. 

Dr. Rouse. Saw a multipara at about the third 
month of gestation, who was flowing freely. The 
os was dilated and the ovum protruding. Gave 
ergot to control hemorrhage and bring away the 
ovum, believing nothing more could be done to 
save it. Good contractions were induced, hemor- 
rhage ceased, and the woman was delivered, at 
full time, of a healthy child. 

Dr. Lyster. A young married woman, at second 
month of second conception, fell on the ice. There 
was very free hemorrhage. Gave half teaspoon- 
ful doses of ergot every three hours. The hemor- 
rhage was controlled and the child saved. 

Dr. Leonard. Once gave ergot to prevent flow- 
ing about one week after confinement. The 
hemorrhage was checked, and the flow of milk, 
which had been abundant, was almost entirely 
suspended, but returned after the medicine was dis- 
continued. A few similar cases have been reported. 

Dr. Lyster presented an ovarian tumor, removed 
by Dr. Atlee, of Philadelphia, on the 21st ult. 
There were present a number of medical gentle- 
men of this city, The patient is 22 years old; 
menstruated at 11, as did her mother. Her body 
is rather round, and abdomen large. About four 
years ago she noticed that she was rather larger 
than other girls. She was examined last February, 
when the bowels were larger than normal. Ex- 
amined again in August, and found to be about 
the size as at the fourth month of gestation. She 
was regarded as having an unilocular tumor. Prof. 
Palmer, of Ann Arbor, being consulted, expressed 
the same opinion. The patient’s health was fail- 
ing and size increasing. She went east, and was 
examined by Dr. Atlee, of Philadelphia, and the 
previous diagnosis sustained. This being regarded 
a suitable case, Dr. Atlee came here that he might 
perform the operation at the patient’s residence, as 
is his usual custom. 

Anesthetics being administered, an incision in 
the linea alba, about three inches in length, was 
made, the tumor exposed and its contents re- 
moved. The sack was drawn out, the walls of 
the wound being kept close to the sack, the 
pedicle secured by a clamp, and the tumor sepa- 
rated. The stump was covered with a solution of 
persulphate of iron, the wound closed with sutures, 
the patient bandaged and put in bed. There was 
very little hemorrhage, no shock, and the patient 
recovered with no unfavorable symptoms. The 
urine was drawn for one week. There was very 
little flatulency and no distention. 

The empty sack, including the ovary, etc., 
weighed 16% oz. avordupois. There were one 
large sack, one medium sized, and very many quite 
small. The large sack contained 210 fl. ounces of 
fluid, which had a sp. gr. of 1.021, and the medi- 
um sized 18 fl. ounces, of sp. gr. 1.016. 

The specimen was nicely preserved in an aqueous 
solution of chloral hydrate, grs. xv ad 3 j. 


W. H. ROusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 
STATED MEETING. 
December 21st, 1876. 


The President, Dr. Wm. Brodie, in the chair. 
Dr. Gustin had seen a man, over 80 years of 


age, who had been bled once a month regularly 
for the last fifty years. He has much difficulty in 
breathing, and is compelled to sleep in his chair if 


not bled at his usual time. 


relief, 
time. 


From Ziv to 


pears anemic. 


Bleeding gives prompt 7 


%xof blood is drawn at a 
The blood is dark and coagulates rapidly, 7 
but is otherwise of good quality. 


The patient ap- 


W. H. ROwsE, M. D., 


Secretary, 7 


STATED MEETING, 


January 4th, 1877. 


Dr. Wm. Brodie, the President, in the chair. 
Dr. Lyster, in introducing the subject for dis- 
cussion, gave the following distinctions between 


diphtheria and croup. 
CROUP. 

1. Is not contagious, 

2. Exudate extends 
downwards. 

3. Exudate does not 
invade the mucous 
membrane. 

4. Fetor of the breath 
unusual. 

5. Barking cough and 
difficulty of breathing. 

6. Attacks. children 
under seven generally. 

7. Sthenic; not much 
languor. 





DIPHTHERIA, 


1. Is contagious. 

2. Exudate extends 
upwards. 

3. Exudate invades © 
the mucous membrane. 

4. Fetor of the breath 
in most cases. 

5. Cough and diffi- 7 
culty of breathing un- 
common. 

6. Attacks persons of 
all ages. 

7. Asthenic; 
languor. 


great 





There may be no visible exudate in diphtheria, 5 
A child died with the ordinary symptoms of diph- 
theria, except the exudate, and the diagnosis might 
have been doubtful had not two sisters of this 7 
child died of this disease about the same time. 

Dr. Leonard regarded these diseases as the same 
except in location. The epithelium of the parts 
might account for the direction the exudate ex- 
tends. Erysipelas has similar constitutional symp- 
toms. Dilute phosphoric acid seems to prevent 
paralysis. 

Dr. Dakin had seen two children five and eight 
years who were around within a few hours of | 
death. 

Dr. Gustin. In croup the membrane com-4 
mences on the larynx and spreads both ways; in| 
diphtheria it always commences on the tonsils. © 
Diphtheria is always contagious. A man coming = 
150 miles from a neighborhood where diphtheria 
was prevalent, was attacked with the disease soon 
after arriving. Two children who kissed the vis- = 
itor were the next attacked. The disease spread § 
from these till 75 to 80 suffered. Diphtheria usu- 
ally attacks all, but the young are more suscep-" 
tible than the old. When thelocal symptoms | 
subside in croup the trouble is over, but trouble-" 
some sequelz may follow diphtheria 

Dr. Klein regarded croup a local disease, diph-] 
theria a constitutional. Croup can be cut short, 
if taken early. * An emetic of sulphate of copper 
may be all that is needed; has seen the membrane} 
come up like the finger of a glove. 

Dr. Brodie. About 25 years ago inflammatory 
croup wasquite common. Some died, others got 
well. There have been very few since 1860; hadj 
seen none since the war. Diphtheria appeared if 
1862; is asthenic like typhoid fever and cholera 
while croup is sthenic. The membrane,when dé 
tached in croup leaves no abrasion, in diphtheria i 
does. Croupous membrane is yellow, diphtheriti¢ 
white, or colored with blood. 

W. H. Rouse, M. D., 
Secretary. 








